Year In Review 2016
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance

GRASSROOTS SUPPORT FOR A GREEN COMMUNITY
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance continues to monitor the Town Parks budget to ensure level
funding for the Division of Parks and Open Space. It is important to remain vigilant about
maintenance while at the same time supporting sources for innovative approaches and needed
updates to our facilities.
BGSA continues to submit comment letters for Town Warrant articles that positively or
negatively impact open space in Brookline, including articles dealing with zoning by-laws,
land acquisition and sustainability.
We appear before Selectmen’s hearings and have submitted letters to the Selectmen and
School Committee this past year.
We speak for the parks and the contribution of green space to the health and well-being of
our community and its citizens.
We support environmental education for both adults and children.
The following pages are a summary of 2016 activities.

2016 started with a Town Tree Warden leads group on a winter tree identification walk
as part of BGSA environmental learning program

BGSA provides services to Park Friends Groups. A meeting in February included a presentation by
the Director of Parks and Open Space, Erin Gallentine.

At the BGSA Annual Meeting in April Eugene Benson, Executive Director, Massachusetts Association of
Conservation Commissions, spoke of the importance of land protection in Article 97 of the Ma Constitution. The
Alliance distributed T-shirts promoting Brookline parks.

BGSA participated in the Earth Day activities

BGSA led a spring bird walk with local birding expert.

BGSA provides financial support for transportation for Town Recreation Environmental Educator’s
Brookline School field trip program.

As fiscal agent for Friends of Larz Anderson Park, BGSA supported the temporary art installation at the
Park. BGSA is also fiscal agent for Friends of Minot Rose Garden.

Part of our community outreach included participation in Brookline Day at Larz Anderson Park. It was an
opportunity to share our passion for parks and open space. We also sponsored the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s
Concerts in the Park at Allerton Overlook in Olmsted Park and the Park Department’s An Evening with Skip
Moskey, biographer of the Larz Andersons.

Bookline GreenSpace Alliance continued to offer its publication, PLACE. The spring 2016 issue dealt with an
Article 97 update, and BGSA contribution to sculpture in the park, environmental education, and a tribute to
Governor and Mrs. Dukakis.
The fall issue discussed rebirth of the Muddy River and court proceedings involved with Article 97. Archived
issues of PLACE can be found on the publications page of the BGSA website.

GreenSpace Grove Donors

At the Grand Opening of Fisher Hill Reservoir Park we once again thanked the donors to the GreenSpace Grove and
appeared as one of the speakers for the special event

Financial Report
BGSA is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
In fiscal year 2016, Brookline GreenSpace Alliance received
$41,305 and spent $26,960. We are working to rebuild our reserve
fund as we operate as an all-volunteer organization toward the goal
of a strong non-profit organization into the future.
42% of the income came from memberships, 39% came from
special event income, 14% from donations for organizations for
which we act as fiscal agent (Friends of Minot Rose Garden, etc.),
and 5% from other sources, including a sum from the Town of
Brookline held in escrow for legal needs as they may arise for the
Fisher Hill Conservation Restriction.
Programming at 43% was the largest expense; it included a
donation to the Riverway planting honoring Michael and
Kitty Dukakis, transportation for our Environmental Learning
partnership with Brookline Recreation, and a contribution
toward the Olmsted Park concert sponsored by the Emerald
Necklace Conservancy. PLACE (22%), our semi-annual newsletter
distributed to 1,800 residents, was the second greatest expense.
Administrative expenses included insurance and fundraising. These
percentages do not reflect the many hours of unpaid professional
volunteer time donated by Board Members that contribute to
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance operations and programming.
We thank all of our members throughout Brookline who annually
support our work through donations, gifts and volunteerism and
the support of our mission.
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