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At right: Auburn Street in December.  Street trees offer year-round beauty 
and are one of Brookline’s most significant landscape features.(1)

NOTE: Numbers associated with captions identify the photographer. See Photo Credits page.
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The open and constructive dialogue between Brookline citizens and their government, and 
government’s responsiveness to demanding but fair standards, serve as the underpinning for a 
community that respects its environment and its people. This book and the legacy it celebrates  
are a tribute to all who contribute to this special community.

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance invites you to view Brookline, Massachusetts as we do – our tree-lined 
streetcar suburb of seven square miles enriched by pockets of green. We believe our open spaces in large 
part define our town which is primarily a densely-built community bordered by a major city. Green gather-
ing spaces and natural areas make urban life happier and healthier – they are more necessity than luxury. 
Our natural surroundings provide cleaner air and water and natural habitat for wildlife as well as meeting 
places and recreation, both active and passive. The opportunity to connect with, and be inspired by, nature 
is an asset we cherish. 

The gift of nature in the city cannot be taken for granted and deserves protection as development pressures 
increase and municipal budgets are stretched. Brookline GreenSpace Alliance advocates for well-maintained 
natural environments that improve the quality of life for our diverse population so that all may experience 
nature up close and be renewed by its beauty and power. We hope you are moved by the images in this 
book, and appreciate as well the citizen oversight and volunteerism that protect and enhance our urban 
open spaces.

Arlene Mattison

Trillium at Hall’s Pond. (2)
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The Town of Brookline has a historic legacy of beautiful parks, 
playgrounds and street trees due to the beneficence of patrons 
of the past plus a broad community culture of stewardship and 
building on that legacy.

Particularly in recent years with competing interests, economic 
pressures and environmental threats, Brookline GreenSpace 
Alliance and its supporters have become increasingly aware that 
our open spaces – both public and private - need advocates if they 
are to remain healthy and viable contributors to our quality of life. 
BGSA was founded in response to this need.

BGSA works in many ways to help preserve, protect and enhance 
our community’s open spaces, through advocacy and education, 
through support of parks Friends groups, through collaboration 
with other organizations and with government.

While government will remain the primary caretaker of public 
spaces, speaking for those who cannot always speak for themselves, 
Public/Private Partnerships have come to play a role as well, with 
citizen volunteers, good corporate citizens and organizations 
assisting in supporting government in its traditional role of caretaker 
of public spaces. 

BGSA efforts and the ongoing culture of stewardship in our 
community are demonstrated by the quality of our open spaces, 
the many patrons who enjoy them, the volunteers who lovingly 
help maintain them, and the multiplicity of uses and activities in 
our parks that enrich community life.

In many ways Brookline is a typical American town with its 
emphasis on schools and community life. In numerous other ways 
Brookline is unique or exceptional. We believe for a town of its 
size and density Brookline is unusual in the richness and diversity 
of its open space, much of it public. But we have none to spare, 
and additions are still desirable.

With this book, it is our intention to tell a layered story of one 
semi-urban New England community’s exceptional heritage 
of natural beauty and designed landscape and its demonstrated 
commitment to maintain that legacy for future generations. Our 
photographers are all activists in our community with many 
interests, though none greater than preserving Brookline’s historic 
and bountiful legacy of restorative open space. This book is not 
a catalogue of all our parks, fields, playgrounds and other open 
spaces; it is a broad sampling, organized generally from north 
to south. We mean these photographs to demonstrate a lively, 
beautiful town, one worth working to preserve. 

Finally, the images in this book and the beauty and legacy they 
memorialize remind us, in the words of poet laureate Mark Strand, 
“…experience must precede a sense of self.” Those of us who are 
fortunate enough to live with beauty are better for it.

Frances Shedd Fisher 
Editor  
September 2008

Foreword
North

Map of Brookline showing areas covered 
by the sections in this book. See www.
brooklinegreenspace.org for a detailed 
map of open space.
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1

North

Glowing view of Hall’s Pond in fall. Hall’s Pond is 
named for Minna Hall, a founder of  
Massachusetts Audubon Society. (4)

Previous page: Lagoon at Larz Anderson Park.(3) 
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Above: Hall’s Pond in fall, a sanctuary that is beautiful 
and accessible all year round and a great habitat for 
birds and birding. (5)

Left to right: Wildlife at Hall’s Pond:  Racoon (an attractive 
nuisance)(6), Hooded Merganser (crest lowered)(7), Great Blue 
Heron(8), Mallard duck (believed to be the ancestor of most 
domestic ducks) (9), Black-crowned Night Heron.(10)



4 5

Town workers and volunteers mucking out 
Hall’s Pond.(11)

At right: Volunteers help with spring clean-
up at Hall’s Pond. The semi-annual event 
is sponsored by Friends of Hall’s Pond in 
collaboration with the Parks and Open 
Space Division. (12) 

Far right: Spring view of formal garden at 
Hall’s Pond.(13)
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Above: View of snow-covered gazebo in Amory Woods.(14)

Right top: Gnarled tree after snowfall, Hall’s Pond.(15)

Right bottom: Spring view of sculpture honoring Josephine Albrecht, founder  
of Friends of Hall’s Pond, Brookline’s first Park Friends group.(16)

Top: Sledding on a snowy day at Amory Playground.(17)

Bottom: (left to right, all at Hall’s Pond) Red-tailed Hawk watches and waits;(18)turtles;(19) Screech Owl (red phase);(19) Squirrel Nutkin.(20)



8 9

Left: Devotion House (1740) in spring.(21)

Right(22) and below(23):  This garden is open dawn to dusk to 
the public by special arrangement between the Town and 
the Brookline Courtyard by Marriott hotel.
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Top:Dwight Square, one of many small sitting areas in Brookline.(24)

Bottom: Sycamore trees line Beals street.(25)
Top: The red oaks of Mason Square, one of the four squares laid out by 
David Sears, an early area land owner and philanthropist.(26)

Bottom: Playing ball in Knyvet Square. (27) Right: Knyvet Square in spring.(28)
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Left: Minot Rose Garden, in Winthrop Square, in bloom. The trellis was 
originally in a garden at the Larz and Isabel Anderson estate.(29) 
Above: Friends of the Minot Rose Garden preparing the garden for the 
annual Rose Stroll.(30)

Right: Roses in bloom.(31)
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The Minot Rose Garden was restored in 2005 in a collaboration between the Friends and 
the Town. It contains 70 different varieties of roses.(32 all photos this page)

Top: Contemporary view of Beacon Street, divided by trolley 
tracks, after rehabilitation and replanting of 300 trees.(33) 

Bottom left: Beacon Street, looking east from Hawes Street, circa 1900 - 
1910, depicting young American elms planted by the Olmsted firm. Most of 
the elms were later lost to Dutch elm disease.(34)

Above: Beacon Street, 1912.(35)
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European Beech trees in Longwood Mall in spring(36) and summer.(37)  
The trees were planted by David Sears in 1848 and are believed to be the oldest grove of beech trees in America.(38)
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Lawton Playground in 
spring.  The sculpture by 
Mac Dewart, installed in 
2006, can be seen at the 
edge of the park.(39)

Detail of planting circle 
maintained by Friends of 
Lawrence Park.  Longwood 
Playground, adjacent to 
Lawrence School, is one of 
several Brookline parks the  
Olmsted firm worked on 
over the years.(40) 

Summer view of Lost 
Pond, a kettle hole pond. 

The pond is edged on one 
side by a quaking  

peat bog.(41)

Western Edge
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Far left(42) and above right(43): Fall views of Lost Pond. 
Above left: Skating on the pond.(44)

Left: The Black-capped Chickadee, state bird of Massachusetts, hides seeds 
and other types of food in many different spots for later recovery. A bird can 
remember thousands of hiding places. (45) 
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Old stone walls in the Lost Pond Conservation Area; remnants of the area’s agricultural past.(46)

Flora and fauna 
at Lost Pond: 
(top to bottom) 
Cranesbill or wild 
geranium (Geranium 
manculatum),(47) 
Eastern Comma 
Butterfly (Polygonia 
comma)(48) and Red 
Winged Blackbird.(49)

Right: The former 
meadow at Lost Pond. 
The meadow was part 
of the town landfill 
and is now used for 
Public Works activities.
(50)
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Above: The play area at Soule Playground was redesigned in 2007 and includes a colorful spray pool and sitting areas for parents and caretakers.(51)

Right: View of Soule recreation area and the recreation center, one of two in Brookline.(52)
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Left(53) and far right(54): Fall views of Dane Park.  This wildlife 
habitat contains volcanic formations.  An active Friends 
group worked with the Town on restoring the park.
Center: Two views of the 60 acre Pine Manor College 
campus.  Pine Manor is private unprotected open space.(55)
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Center

Right: View of Corey Hill in spring.  Boston and 
Cambridge can be seen from this hilltop park.(56)

Left: Some estates include land that could be 
developed. This private, unprotected open land adds 
to the character of Brookline and to the beauty and 

health of the natural environment.(57).
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View of Corey Hill from Aspinwall Hill. Late 19th century.(61) 

View from Corey Hill toward Allston, early 20th century. (60)Corey Hill in fall.  Corey Hill is one of the highest points in Brookline, a beautiful spot from which to watch the sunset.(58) 

Corey Hill in fall.(59)

Modern view from Corey Hill toward Cambridge.(62)
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Above:  View of Griggs Park after a winter storm. Our parks are filled with people no matter the weather.(63) 
Right: Griggs Park in spring.(64)
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Left page: Views of Brookline Town Hall, 
spring(65) and fall.(66)

Right page: A blazing callery pear tree softens 
the façade of the Modernist Pierce School.(67)
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Top left(68) and center(69): Fall views of Brookline Public Library.  
Top right(70): Spring view of Brookline Public Library.The Parks Department has planted 
over 200,000 bulbs in Brookline public spaces since 2005, the tercentennial of the founding 
of Brookline.(These photographs predate the 2008 redesign of the Library landscape.)
Bottom left to right: Fall leaves;(71) a bit of serendipity–zinnias growing next to a street 
tree;(72) detail of plantings at a traffic island that is tended by a volunteer, Warren and Clyde 
Streets.(73) 
Next page: Emerson Garden in summer. This neighborhood park is host to summer 
concerts sponsored by the Brookline Park and Recreation Commission.(74)(75)
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Above left: Linden Park.(76) Above right: Linden Square.(77) Linden 
Park and Linden Square date from 1844 and are listed on the 
National and State Registers of Historic Places. They were part of 
a residential development laid out by Thomas Aspinwall Davis and 
designed by Alexander Wadsworth.

Above: This small park at Kendall Crescent was a gift to the Town by the developers of the old Town Barn 
site. It is dedicated to DPW workers, past and present.(78) 



42 43

A colorful traffic island at Aspinwall and St. Paul Streets. The Brookline Parks and Open Space Division, often  
with the assistance of local garden clubs, brightens many corners of Brookline. Community negotiations with  
the developer of a neighboring lot resulted in the planting of this traffic island.(79)

Top: The western sky in summer as seen from Old Lincoln School, Boylston Street.(80)

Bottom: Street trees in winter. Greenough Street, Red Maple;(81) Stanton Road, Linden;(82) Lowell Road, London Plane trees.(83)
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Entrance to the landscaped courtyard at Brookline High School, known as ‘the Quad.’(84)
The Quad was created in the 1930’s and redesigned by the Olmsted firm as a WPA 
project in the late 1940’s.  In this late August view the Quad is strangely silent.(85) The Japanese lantern light is a recently added detail.(86)
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Above: Cypress Street Playground is heavily used year-round. Along with the Brookline Avenue Playground, 
it was one of the first municipal purchases for playground purposes in the United States. The land 
acquisition dates from 1871; the playground was established in 1876.(87)

Right: Winter view looking toward Brookline High School.(88)
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Fall views of Cypress Playground, an active recreation area that also serves as a gathering place for Town-wide events.(89)(90)(91)
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Left: New Lincoln School landscape 
in summer.  The Lincoln School PTO 
Landscape Committee engages 
students in caring for this landscape. 
Inset:  View of the landscape through 
the historic brick wall.(93)(94)

Right: The edge of Olmsted National 
Historic Site, looking toward Green 
Hill.  The site was the home and 
office of Frederick Law Olmsted, the 
founder of landscape architecture  
in America.(95) 

Nuthatch can be seen hopping 
headfirst down the trunk of a tree 
searching for insects.(92)
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Above: View of the Hollow in spring.(96)

Center : View of Fairsted with wisteria and lilacs,(97) view 
of the Rock Garden,(98) detail of a Cucumber Magnolia 
tree (Magnolia acuminate).(99) The tree was a gift to 
Olmsted by Charles Sprague Sargent, Olmsted’s neighbor 
and collaborator on the design of the Arnold Arboretum.  
Far right: The South Lawn with its iconic American Elm, 
not fully leafed out in this spring view. The design of the 
site grounds contains examples of many of Olmsted’s 
best landscaping ideas.(100)
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Views of the Old Burying Ground in three seasons.(102)(103)(104) Many 
of Brookline’s founders are buried here. The marker placed by the 
Brookline Historical Society tells the history of the Old Burying 
Ground.(105)

Above: Restorers at work explain process to a Friend of the Old 
Burying Ground.(101)
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Left: View of the old Town Green, looking toward historic 
Walnut Street.(106)

Center : The marker placed by the Brookline Historical 
Society tells the history of the Town Green.(107)

Right: The monument listing the founders of Brookline 
commemorates the Town’s bicentennial in 1905.(108)



58 59

Fall color at Brookline Reservoir Park.(109)all photos

The reservoir, which once provided water to Boston, 
was purchased by Brookline in 1902 with the assistance 
of neighbors, including Amy Lowell, John C. Olmsted 
and George Lee. 
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Left: Fishing for trout in the Brookline Reservoir.(110)

Above: Kwanzan cherry trees, planted with the assistance of Friends of Brookline Reservoir Park, are beautiful in all seasons.(111)
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Left: Birches in winter at Fisher Hill Reservoir, looking across the basin toward the historic gate house. In 
2001 the Commonwealth declared the reservoir surplus property, clearing the way for Brookline to acquire 
the site. Negotiations are underway on purchase of the 10 acre site for recreational purposes.(112) 
Above: A view of the perimeter walk encircling the basin.(113) 
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Eastern Edge

Fall view of historic Riverway Park, one of  
Frederick Law Olmsted’s Emerald Necklace parks.(116)

Left: Views of the Richardson property on Boylston Street, across from Brookline Reservoir.
In 2003 the Richardson family protected the approximately 2 acre property with its heritage trees 
from development with a conservation restriction held by the Brookline Conservation Land Trust.(114)

Above: View of Goddard Wood, adjacent to Goddard House. A conservation restriction granted  
by the developer of the site protects this 2.3 acre wooded parcel from development.(115)
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Left: 1910 view of the Muddy River looking toward Sears Chapel.(117)

Center : Winter view, Riverway Park.(118)
Right: Chapel Street Bridge in Riverway 
Park reflected in the Muddy River.(119)
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Above: Family stroll, Riverway Park.(120)

Right: Spring bloom near Longwood Avenue Bridge over Muddy River.(121)
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Far left: Fall foliage 
reflected in the 
Muddy River.(122)

Left: Heading home 
after a summer 
afternoon in 
Riverway Park.(123)

Left: Morris Dancers 
at a Friends of the 
Muddy River event, 
Riverway Park.(124)

Next page: Monmouth 
Park, reopening 
celebration after park 
rehabilitation in 2006.(125 )
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Fall views of historic Olmsted Park, 
one of Frederick Law Olmsted’s 
Emerald Necklace parks. Advocates 
spurred restoration of Brookline’s 
portion of Olmsted Park, the only 
part of the Emerald Necklace that 
has currently been fully restored.(126)

all photos
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Right: Leverett Pond, Olmsted Park, winter view.(128)

Left: Winter scene with bridge in Olmsted Park. Many of 
the bridges in the Emerald Necklace parks are seamed-
faced granite designed by John Charles Olmsted with 
the assistance of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge, the 
successor architectural firm to H. H. Richardson.(129)

Top: Winter stroll in Olmsted Park Olmsted’s vision 
of parks as a place of renewal for city dwellers is 
realized here at all times of year.(127)
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Left: Babbling Brook, Olmsted Park, in spring.(130)

Center top: Leverett Pond, summer view.(131)

Center bottom: Family outing, Olmsted Park.(132)

Above: Running on a spring day, Olmsted Park.(133)
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Activities in Olmsted Park
Left: Artist capturing the beautiful New England fall scenery on canvas.(134)

Top: Musicians entertaining visitors at Sounds and Scenes, a 
collaborative park celebration. Olmsted’s vision of parks as a gathering 
place for rich and poor, young and old is realized in Olmsted Park.(135)

Bottom:A children’s reading circle sponsored by High Street Hill 
Association/Friends of Leverett Pond.(136)

Top: Volunteers and Parks Division employees work together on a 
model park maintenance effort co-sponsored by High Street Hill 
Association/Friends of Leverett Pond, Brookline GreenSpace Alliance 
and Brookline Parks and Open Space Division.(137)

Bottom: Brookline GreenSpace Alliance field trip.(138)

Top: Biking together for fun and exercise.(139)

Bottom: Volunteers mucking out the Babbling Brook.(140)
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Historic Brookline Avenue Playground on a summer Sunday morning. Brookline Avenue Playground is a popular park for 
exercising dogs during off-leash hours.(141)

Right: Pop Warner football on a fall day, Harry Downes Field.(142)
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Azaleas planted by 
Charles Sprague 
Sargent blooming at 
Sargent Pond.(143)

A Brookline 
GreenSpace Alliance 
spring gathering at 
Sargent Pond. Sargent 
Pond is protected by a 
conservation restriction 
and is owned by its 
residential abutters. 
The pond and the 
adjacent land were part 
of the Charles Sprague 
Sargent estate; Sargent 
was the first director of 
the Arnold Arboretum.
(144)

South

The Temple of Love in the lagoon at Larz Anderson 
Park. The Temple is modeled after an architectural 

element at Versailles. The 61 acre park was the estate of 
Isabel and Larz Anderson and was bequeathed to the 

Town by Mrs. Anderson.(145).
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Above: Winter view of the Museum of Transportation,(150) 

formerly the estate carriage barn shown in historic 
photograph at left.(151)

Top: Historic view of the Italian garden.(146) Below it 
tablet commemorating gift of the park.(147)The statue 
at right stood above the Italian garden.(148)These 
features are now lost. 
Right: Historic view of the Japanese garden at the Larz 
Anderson estate.(149) 
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At right: The Larz Anderson Park landscape provides an exceptional legacy of variety and visual beauty all year round.(152) 
Above: The stone pergola is one of the remaining artifacts from the extensive collection of architectural ornaments that 
graced the estate gardens. The pergola was part of the Japanese Garden.(153)
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Above: The bridge over the lagoon after a winter snow storm.(154) 
Right: Sledding is a popular winter activity at Larz Anderson, as is ice skating in the pavilion.(155) 
Next page: A view of the lagoon and willow trees in winter.(156)
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Above: Early spring at Allandale Farm, before the field is planted with vegetables for 
the local Boston area market. The 70 acre Allandale Farm is a working farm, one of 
the few remaining in an urban setting in America.(157)

Left top:  Allandale Farm field planted with strawberries in spring.(158) 
Left bottom: Farm machinery used for tilling and harvesting.(159)
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Harvest time at Allandale farm. Among the produce grown are squashes,(160) 
gourds,(161)(162) chrysanthemums(163) and pumpkins.(164)
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D. Blakely Hoar Sanctuary 
combines a wetland 
(far left)(165) with upland 
woods (far right).(166) 
Center : Mallard duck and 
fiddlehead fern fronds in 
early spring.(167)(168)

Above: Brookline 
GreenSpace Alliance field 
trips explore the diverse 
natural environment of 
Hoar Sanctuary, part of 
the Charles to Charles corridor.(169)

At right: Downy woodpecker.(170)
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Left: Walk along the dam, Hoar Sanctuary.(171)

Above: Flower of the Skunk Cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus).(172)

Below: White Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) at Hoar Sanctuary.(173)

Above: Sawmill Brook runs through Hoar Sanctuary.(174)

Right: Hemlock grove at Hoar Sanctuary.(175)
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Above: Putterham Meadows, an 18-hole Town-owned golf course, popular for cross country skiing in winter.(176)

Center : Putterham Woods, a mixed species forest adjacent to Putterham Meadows.(177)

Shelf fungi in Putterham Woods.(179)

Wild turkeys are now seen all over Brookline parks, streets and yards.(178)
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Left(181) and above(182): Winter and summer views of The Country Club, 
private, unprotected open space. The Country Club, first in the nation, 
dates from 1882 and occupies about 235 acres. Frederick Law Olmsted  
and the Olmsted firm were involved in the design of the non-golf 
landscape at the Club.

View of Walnut Hills Cemetery in summer. The Roxbury Puddingstone formations are unique to the area. Native trees, rolling 
hills and serenity prevail.(180)
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In the 19th century, wealthy Bostonians developed estates in South 
Brookline. Some still remain, while some others are being divided 
for development.(183)(184)
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Left: Approach to Skyline Park from Lost Pond 
Conservation Area.(185)

Center and right: Skyline Park, Brookline’s first new park 
in over 30 years, was created from a rescued landfill site. 
It was officially opened in June 2008. The park includes 
passive and active recreation areas and is adjacent to 
Lost Pond, a fragile conservation area.(186)(187)
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Left: New playground and artificial turf soccer field at Skyline Park. Soccer advocates raised the funds for the 
artificial turf installation.(188)

Above: View of Hammond Pond Parkway, one of several landscaped parkways that run through Brookline.(189)
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Today’s children are the environmentalists of the future. Nature and song at a Brookline 
GreenSpace Alliance Environmental Learning Project gathering at Hall’s Pond.(190)
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Index of Parks and Open Spaces

Our definition of leadership is broad-gauged. Gifts of land, 
conservation restrictions and advocacy qualify, but so does community 
commitment to serving the common good, such as using tax-payer 
funds for purchases of land for passive and active 
recreation. As you read this list we urge you to think 
about what Brookline would be like today absent 
the many examples of leadership and conservation 
exhibited in this history. 

1640 – Captain Joseph Weld received a 2,000-
acre land grant, a portion of which is still owned 
by Captain Weld’s descendants and operated as 
Allandale Farm (70 acres).  

1818 – In 1818 David Sears (and somewhat later, 
Amos Lawrence) began acquiring land in the area 
stretching from the Charles River to the Muddy River. 
By the late 1840’s he had laid out Longwood Mall, 
Winthrop Square, Knyvet Square and Mason Square 
as part of his Longwood residential development.  By 
1849 he had planted 14,000 trees in the area, including 
the grove of European beech trees at Longwood Mall, 
considered the oldest such grove in the nation.  In 1902-1903 David 
Sears’ heirs gave the four squares to the Town to be used for public parks. 
In 1983 Friends of Longwood Mall created a maintenance fund for the 
grove of beech trees and received a Massachusetts Historical Commission 
award in 1984 for their preservation efforts.

1843 – Linden Park and Linden Square were laid out by Thomas 
Aspinwall Davis with the assistance of Alexander Wadsworth. These 
parks were the centerpiece for one of the earliest known planned 

suburban developments following the principles 
of garden designer Andrew Jackson Downing. 
Between 1895 and 1899 Linden Park and Linden 
Square were given to the Town to be used for 
public parks. 

1844 – The Old Burying Ground on Walnut 
Street, consecrated in 1717, was acquired by the 
Town. The wall was built and a new picturesque 
design formalized in the 1840’s.  This small history 
park, with its heritage trees and rolling terrain, is 
exceptionally rich with Brookline history.  

1857 – Holyhood Cemetery was founded.  It 
reflects the mid-19th century influence of romantic 
landscape cemetery planning begun at Mt. Auburn 
Cemetery in the 1830’s in Cambridge.  Holyhood 

Cemetery is unprotected open space.

1864 – Monmouth Street Park, adjacent to the current site of the 
Brookline Arts Center, was acquired by the Town. 

1871 – Cypress and Brookline Avenue Playgrounds were the first parcels 
of land in the country to be acquired by a municipality for use  
as public playgrounds. 

Beech tree, Longwood Mall. (191)

A Short History of Leadership in Open Space Preserva-
tion Alden Property 

Allandale Farm 94
Amory Playground 7
Amory Woods 6
Beacon Street 14
Brookline Avenue Playground 82
Brookline Courtyard by Marriott 9
Brookline High School Quadrangle 44
Brookline Public Library 36
Brookline Reservoir 58
Conservation Restrictions 64
Coolidge Playground 
Corey Hilll Park 29
Cypress Street Playground 46
D. Blakely Hoar Sanctuary 98
Dane Park 26
Devotion House 8 
Dwight Square 10
Emerson Garden 38
Fairsted 51
Fisher Hill Reservoir 62
Goddard Wood 64
Griggs Park 32
Hall’s Pond 1
Hammond Pond Parkway 111
Harry Downes Field 83
Kendall Crescent 40
Knyvet Square 11

Larz Anderson Park 85
Lawton Playground 18
Linden Park 40
Linden Square 41
Longwood Mall 16
Longwood Playground 18
Lost Pond Sanctuary 19
Mason Square 10
Minot Rose Garden 12
Monmouth Park 72
New Lincoln School 50
Old Burying Ground 54     
Olmsted Park 74
Philbrick Green 
Pine Manor College 26
Putterham Meadows 102
Putterham Woods 102
Richardson Property 64
Riverway Park 65
Sargent Pond 84
Skyline Park 108
Soule Playground 24
St. Aidan’s Church 
The Country Club 105
Town Green 56
Town Hall 34
Walnut Hills Cemetery 104
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1874 – The park-like Walnut Hills Cemetery on Newton Street was 
created by the Town; the 45 acres of open space is unprotected land.  
Joseph Lee, considered the “Father of the American playground,” H. 
H. Richardson, the architect of Trinity Church in Boston, and John 
Charles Olmsted are among the luminaries buried at Walnut Hills.

1880 – The Town’s first Park Commissioners were elected.  Among 
them, Francis W. Lawrence, Chair, Charles Sprague Sargent, Secretary, 
and Theodore Lyman. 

1881 – Frederick Law Olmsted began work on the Sanitary 
Improvement of the Muddy 
River, incorporating the creation 
of Riverway and Olmsted Parks.  
The land for this landmark 
project was purchased between 
1881 and 1894.  Leverett Pond, 
in Olmsted Park, was created 
from a malarial swamp near 
Brookline Village, turning 
a community liability into 
a pleasure ground for urban 
dwellers.  Portions of Riverway 
and Olmsted Parks are at 
Brookline’s eastern edge, continuing the ribbon of green, Olmsted’s 
masterpiece linear park system known as the Emerald Necklace.   

1882 – The nation’s first country club – The Country Club – was 
founded for the purpose of maintaining open land for riding and 
recreation. The land, initially leased in 1882, was acquired in 1887 
and now comprises more than 230 acres. TCC has a unique and 

illustrious history.  Francis Ouimet, a caddy at TCC, won the 1913 
U.S. Open on this golf course.

1884 – Joseph White, Jacob Pierce, Thomas Lee and the Goddard 
Land Company, which owned a large parcel on Fisher Hill, hired 
Frederick Law Olmsted to develop a plan for laying out the roads 
and helping to determine other criteria that would leave Fisher 
Hill “unblemished by any structure not in harmony” with the 
character of the neighborhood they envisioned.  Olmsted created 
a plan for a development that “exploited” the natural topography 

to best advantage.  Fisher Hill, though 
unprotected, remains today one of 
Brookline’s most beautiful and historic 
neighborhoods.

1886 – Brookline Town Meeting, in 
response to advocacy by landscape architect 
Frederick Law Olmsted and Charles 
Sprague Sargent, founding director of the 
Arnold Arboretum, created the nation’s  
first Tree Planting Committee.  The 
Selectmen-appointed Tree Planting 
Committee, working with the Town’s Tree 

Warden, assure the health and diversity of Brookline’s historic street 
tree inventory.

1887 – Beacon Street was widened and trees were planted following a 
plan designed by Frederick Law and John Charles Olmsted.  Many of 
the American Elms planted following the Olmsted design have since 
died, principally due to Dutch elm disease.

1891 – The Town acquired 4.5 acres of marsh land for Longwood 
Playground.  In 1895 Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot were hired to 
improve the land. An active friends group, now Friends of Lawrence 
Park, has maintained a planting circle in the park since 1988.  (The 
Friends group takes its name from the adjacent Lawrence School.)

1896 – The first state Audubon Society was founded by Harriet 
Lawrence Hemenway of Boston and Brookline, and Minna Hall  
of Brookline, whose house in Cottage 
Farm overlooks Hall’s Pond.  The Audubon 
Society is now, of course, one of America’s 
most respected environmental advocacy 
organizations with chapters all over the 
country.  Audubon Society’s mission is to 
conserve and restore natural ecosystems, 
focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their 
habitats.

1897 – St. Mark’s Square was accepted by 
the Town as a gift of the heirs of Marshall 
Stearns.  The park was later renamed Judge 
Henry Crowley Park at St. Mark’s Square.

1899 -1902 – The initial purchases of 124 acres of land for Putterham 
Meadows and Putterham Woods were accomplished. Before 
construction of the municipal golf course was begun in 1930 an 
exchange of land was arranged with The Country Club to straighten 
the irregular line between the two properties. The Brookline Bird 
Club urged protection of the hemlock grove, and the Board of 
Selectmen insisted the plan selected for the course should preserve 
the groves and wooded areas. The golf course was designed by Stiles 

& Van Kleek, Inc. Wayne Stiles was a Brookline resident. Lotta 
Bradburn Schick, a leading Brookline activist, is credited as being 
the advocate most responsible for the creation of the course. The 
Brookline Chronicle stated in1934 that the course “will be one of 
the foremost in the country from the standpoint of playing qualities 
and as regards scenic beauty…” In the 1990’s efforts to take a portion 
of Putterham Woods for a driving range were resisted by advocates 
led by Brookline GreenSpace Alliance.  In 2008 the golf course was 

renamed the Robert T. Lynch Golf Course 
at Putterham Meadows in honor of its long 
time champion and Director.

1900 - 1916 -- Over almost 50 years, the 
Town continued to acquire land to expand 
Corey Hill Park, and to preserve the 
beautiful outlook. 

1901 – The Town acquired about four 
acres from the Griggs estate to create a 
playground. 

-- Just under six acres of land for Waldstein 
(Dean) Playground off Beacon Street was bought in 1901. 

-- Clinton Path was laid out in 1901-1903.  Clinton Path is one of 
many historic paths in Brookline.

-- The Upland Road Triangle, also known historically as 
Philbrick Square, was developed by Edward Philbrick in the 
1880’s and sold to the Town in 1901. The Upland Green, (the 
neighborhood’s name for the space), is located in the Pill Hill 
Local Historic District, and is a small, much beloved, pocket 

Philbrick Square, recently re-named Philbrick Green, in winter. This 
neighborhood park is popular all year round.(193)

Historic view of the Country Club.(192)
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park.  In 2008, Town Meeting changed the name of the park  
to Philbrick Green.

1902 -- The Town, aided by neighbors Amy Lowell, John Charles 
Olmsted, Walter Channing, Edward Atkinson and George Lee, 
bought what is now Brookline Reservoir Park, including the reservoir 
and surrounding land, from the City of Boston.  In 1994 the Friends 
of Brookline Reservoir Park, led by 
Caroline Grayboys and Bisi Starkey, 
undertook to raise sufficient funds 
to replant the Kwanzan cherry trees 
surrounding the park. The Friends 
group, formed in 1988, has continued to 
actively support the park. 

1903 -- The Town acquired 8.2 acres 
from the Amory Land Trust to create a 
public playground. 

1905 – About 1.7 acres of land was 
acquired for creation of Coolidge 
Playground.  The Olmsted firm 
redesigned this landscape in 1965-1966.

1907-1913 – Less than an acre of land was acquired for a park, then 
known as Eliot Street Park.  In 1994 BGSA assisted the Park Friends 
group in assuring Article 97 protection (land protected as parkland) 
for the park now known as Little Field Park.  

1908 – Two acres of land acquired by the Town at an attractive price 
from the estate of Elijah Emerson was designated as Emerson Garden. 
The park is located in the Cypress Emerson National Register District.  

In 2003 the park was renamed the Daniel F. Ford Playground 
at Emerson Garden in honor of long time Park and Recreation 
Commissioner, Dan Ford.

1913 – About an acre of land was acquired by the Town for Clark 
Playground on Cypress Street. 

-- The Brookline Bird Club, founded 
in Brookline in 1913, is the oldest 
and largest of the many bird clubs 
in Massachusetts. BBC actively 
supports open space preservation in 
Massachusetts. 

1914 – Land on Pond Avenue, 8.6 
acres now known as Harry Downes 
Field, was acquired by the Town from 
MIT for a playing field.  In 2006 the 
Robert Kraft Family funded recreational 
improvements at the field.

1914 -1922 -- Brookline created a 
Planning Board with Frederick Law 
Olmsted, Jr., its first chairman. The Board 

established a setback policy to preserve open space, and a zoning code 
was created in 1922.   Olmsted was an innovative force in zoning 
issues in Brookline and beyond.

1916 - Among the many accomplishments of Frederick Law Olmsted, 
Jr. was his contribution to establishing the mission for the National 
Park Service in 1916.  His vision continues to define the Park Service 
mission today.  “To conserve the scenery and the natural and historic 

objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment 
of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them 
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.”  Those words 
were written at Fairsted, now the Frederick Law Olmsted National 
Historic Site, where FLO, Jr. and his cousin and adopted brother, 
John Charles Olmsted, continued 
the firm and practice their father 
had begun.

1922 --The addition to Brookline 
High School was planned so as to 
retain a sunny, interior quadrangle, 
150 by 200 feet. The addition 
was built on land donated by the 
Blake family.   In the late 1940’s the 
Olmsted firm redesigned the Quad 
as a WPA project.

1932 – The Town and the 
Metropolitan District Commission 
shared the cost for the traffic circle 
that was part of the Hammond 
Pond Parkway project, now Horace 
James Circle. An anonymous donor provided plantings and design 
by S. N. Shurcliff. The planting was carried out by the Tree Planting 
Committee. 

1939 – The Mary E. Robinson Playground was created on 2.4 acres 
acquired by the Town. 

1944 – Just under11 acres were acquired by the Town in 1944 to 
create Warren Field.

1945 – About an acre of land on Aspinwall Hill was bought to create 
Schick Park.

1948 – Isabel Weld Anderson’s bequest of her 64-acre estate to 
the Town of Brookline led to the creation of Larz Anderson Park, 
an expansive and varied landscape of rolling hills, majestic trees, 

and a lagoon. The estate carriage house 
was eventually turned into a Museum of 
Transportation, an unusual regional resource.  
In a failure of advocacy and leadership, the 
Anderson mansion was demolished and 
the renowned Italian Garden and other 
important elements designed by Charles 
Platt removed in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Since 
that time, some restoration of the landscape 
has been undertaken, but there have also 
been several attempts to introduce intrusive 
uses, which advocates have resisted. In 1987 
Linda Dean funded an effort to protect Larz 
Anderson from an intrusive and potentially 
damaging private use.  In 1992 a video 
detailing the history of the estate, Isabel’s 
Gift: the Story of Larz Anderson Park, was 

produced by Mary Dewart for Brookline GreenSpace Alliance.  In 
1993 a group of parks advocates and preservationists, including Mary 
Dewart, joined together to support a historic interpretation of a new 
skating pavilion at the hilltop skating rink which had replaced the 
Italian Garden.  The group worked to recover and install the marble 
columns that had been a centerpiece of the original Italian Garden.  
BGSA acted as fiscal agent for the fundraising initiative.  The park 

Historic view of the Italian garden at the Larz Anderson estate. (195) 

View of Putterham Meadows.(194)
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remains one of the area’s most beautiful and beloved public spaces, 
and Mrs. Anderson’s gift one of the grandest gestures of beneficence in 
Brookline’s storied history.

1953 – The Town acquired 
16.8 acres of the Dane estate, 
a woodland area with volcanic 
formations, for recreational 
and educational purposes, 
and an additional 6.8 acres of 
the estate was donated to the 
Town by Edward Dane. An 
active Friends group formed 
in 2000 by Abby Coffin, Cissy 
Hutton and Margie Greville 
has led a restoration effort. 

1961 – D. Blakely Hoar 
bequeathed 25 acres to 
Brookline as a bird sanctuary 
which, in 1969, became the 
Town’s first sanctuary under the 
jurisdiction of the Conservation 
Commission. 

1970 – Holy Transfiguration Monastery, under the jurisdiction of 
the Holy Orthodox Church of North America, acquired the 19 acre 
estate on Warren Street, which includes the remnants of an Olmsted 
landscape. The self-sufficient monastic order has retained the wooded 
landscape and welcomes visitors under rules which may be found on 
their website. 

1971 -- The Minot Rose Garden, located in historic Winthrop Square, 
was initiated by Henry W. Minot, a member of the Tree Planting 
Committee. The garden was dedicated to him in 1971, the year after 
his death. The distinctive climbing rose trellis located in the garden 

is from the Larz Anderson 
estate.  In 2005 Friends of 
the Minot Rose Garden, 
led by Linda Olson Pehlke, 
collaborated with the Town 
on planting 300 rose bushes 
in the reinvigorated garden.  
The Friends have continued to 
assist the Town in maintaining 
the garden, including 
raising funds to support the 
installation of a decorative 
fence added in 2008.  The 
Friends now sponsor an 
annual Rose Stroll when the 
garden is in bloom.

1972 – Two house lots were 
purchased by the Town in order to enlarge Brook Street Playground, 
now Billy Ward Playground.

1973 – The five acre Sargent’s Pond conservation restriction was 
established.  The pond, which is owned by its residential abutters, 
was part of the 19th century Charles Sprague Sargent estate and is a 
National Register property. 

1975 – Brookline acquired Hall’s Pond, located adjacent to the 
Cottage Farm Local Historic District, as its second parcel of 
conservation land.  

 -- In 1975 Josephine Albrecht founded 
the Friends of Hall’s Pond, Brookline’s first 
Park Friends group.  (Today there are more 
than three dozen Parks Friends groups in 
Brookline.)  Based on the findings of a 1986 
study, the Friends of Hall’s Pond worked with 
the Conservation Commission to lobby for 
an extensive restoration effort that prevented 
the eutrophication and gradual filling in of 
the pond, and ecological improvements and 
expansion of the wetland habitat.  Among 
many contributions to the preservation of 
the sanctuary, the Friends established an 
ongoing tradition of community work days in 
collaboration with the Town’s Parks Division.  

1977 -- The Town purchased an additional 
1.6 acre wooded parcel adjoining the Amory 
Playground, known as Amory Woods.

– The Brookline Conservation Land Trust, founded by Edward 
Lawrence, Margaret Thomas and Frederic Hoppin, currently protects 
approximately six acres of privately owned land.

1978 -- The Friends of Leverett Pond was founded by Arlene Mattison 
and Betsy Shure Gross.  Major improvements to this section of a badly 
neglected historic park depended on seeking federal and state funds.  
The Friends became leaders in the regional and national Olmsted 

parks restoration movement.  Advocates Isabella Callanan, Irene Gillis, 
Betsy Shure Gross, Arlene Mattison, Hugh Mattison, and Frances 
Shedd-Fisher have worked for more than 30 years on restoration 

efforts as Friends of Leverett Pond, Friends 
of the Muddy River, and Restore Olmsted’s 
Waterway Coalition.  Michael Dukakis, three 
term governor of Massachusetts and devoted 
Emerald Necklace supporter, has served as a 
model for environmental advocacy and leadership 
in Brookline and beyond.

1979 – Frederick Law Olmsted is considered the 
founder of landscape architecture in America.  
Fairsted, Olmsted’s home and offices at 99 
Warren Street from 1883, became a National 
Historic Site, allowing the Federal Government 
to conserve plans and drawings documenting 
the approximately 5,000 parks, suburban 
developments, campuses, public buildings 
grounds, estates and residences the Olmsted 
firm designed, and providing access to those 
documents to researchers.  The firm, continued 
under the guidance of Olmsted’s sons, remained 

at Fairsted until the late 1970’s.  The 1.76 acre landscape at Fairsted 
has been restored by the Park Service and represents a microcosm 
of Olmsted’s best ideas.  The site is a National Landmark.  After an 
extensive process and the assistance of Congressman Barney Frank, 
5.35 acres of adjacent land from the Gardner estate (Green Hill), held 
by the Brookline Conservation Land Trust, was transferred to the 
National Park Service in December 2001. In 2004-2005 Friends of 

Fall view of the Alden property, Walnut and Warren Streets. This small undeveloped parcel is held by 
the Brookline Conservation Land Trust(196) Wetlands boardwalk in the D. Blakely Hoar Sanctuary.(197)



122 123

Fairsted was formed to advance the mission of Frederick Law Olmsted 
National Historic Site.  Brookline citizens involved in the formative 
stage were Frances Shedd-Fisher, David England, Deborah Rivers, 
Betsy Shure Gross, and Jean Stringham.

1980 – A conservation restriction was 
created on 11.69 acres, the site of the Park 
School, by Mary DuPont Faulkner. 

1982 – Lost Pond Sanctuary was created 
when land near the Town landfill was 
transferred from the control of the 
Department of Public Works to the 
Conservation Commission. Intense 
advocacy was required to accomplish this. 
Advocates included Lewis Edgers, Marian 
Lazar, Jewel Mason and Terry Ann Vigil.  
Lost Pond, a video history of the effort, was 
produced and directed by Carol Kowalski. 

1987--1988 – Brookline GreenSpace 
Alliance was formed.  Initiated by Michael 
Berger and Mary Dewart in 1987, the 
organization was founded in 1988.  The 
Alliance, a non-profit 501(c)(3), is a Town-
wide open space advocacy and education 
organization with 40 organizational 
members and approximately 1,000 
individual members.  Broadly, the 
organization works to preserve, protect and enhance the open spaces 
of Brookline.

1994 – New Lincoln School was built on the old Park School site. 
The 3.86 acre site, which also houses the Brookline Music School in 
the historic Hill-Kennard-Ogden house, retained, through careful 

design by Graham Gund Architects, 
substantial open space for a play area. 
An active committee led by parents – the 
Lincoln School PTO Landscape Committee 
- uses the site’s open space as a teaching tool. 

-- The Tree Planting Committee and the 
Conservation Commission, working with 
academics from University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, and with over 100 volunteers 
assembled by Brookline GreenSpace Alliance 
and trained with the assistance of Arnold 
Arboretum staff, completed the nation’s 
first inventory of municipal street trees 
accomplished by volunteers. The project 
was a successful trial meant to establish a 
model for using volunteers for the time 
consuming work. The data collected on over 
11,000 street trees, including location, size, 
condition and species, has been maintained 
since then on the Town’s GIS and serves as 
an important tool in the management of 

Brookline’s urban forest. For example, 
the information gathered serves to guide 
future planting in order to broaden 

the variety of species, an important horticultural management 
consideration for one of the Town’s most valuable assets. 

1995 - Task Force on Open Space was established when BGSA 
raised questions with Town leadership about management 
accountabilities and the efficacy of park maintenance in preserving 
tax-payer investments.  This major study 
of parks management in Brookline was a 
collaborative effort of Brookline GreenSpace 
Alliance with the Town’s administrative 
and political leadership, Town staff, and all 
pertinent agencies and commissions.  The 
Task Force, co-chaired by Frances Shedd-
Fisher for BGSA and Donna Kalikow for 
the Board of Selectmen, spent the next 
three and one-half years evaluating practices 
and policies, and implementing a massive 
overhaul in the management of the Town’s 
public lands, including the creation of a 
new division of Parks and Open Space, 
still operating effectively today.  Brookline 
GreenSpace Alliance participated in the 
interview process for the director of the new 
and broadened position of Director of Parks 
and Open Space. 

1999 and 2003 -- Two Massachusetts 
Environmental Trust matching grants 
available to Community Foundations were 
applied for and received by the Brookline Community Fund (now 
Brookline Community Foundation). The grants, an aggregate amount 
of $125,000, were matched 1:1 by Brookline citizens. The second 
grant of $100,000, now $200,000 with matching contributions, 

created an endowment fund for future community environmental 
grants. BGSA assisted with the initial grant application by offering 
examples of environmental needs and opportunities and recent 

examples of successful environmental 
activism in the community, and later by 
supporting the fundraising efforts.  Broadly, 
the Brookline Community Foundation 
supports Brookline open space on an 
ongoing basis through its grants.

1999 - Town government and the Park and 
Recreation Commission worked with The 
Country Club and the PGA to accommodate 
the Ryder Cup golf tournament held at TCC.  
A unique special arrangement benefited the 
Town, specifically schools and parks, beyond 
the direct cost of additional services.  In 
addition, the hosts of the golf tournament 
restored the parks used for parking to 
conditions that exceeded those existing at 
the beginning of the tournament.  BGSA 
supported the Town and the Commission 
in these efforts. Separately, TCC funded a 
scholarship program for Brookline youth.  
(The U. S. team won the match.)

–  Friends of Carlton Street Footbridge, led by Cathleen Cavell and 
Hugh Mattison, has advocated since 1999 for the restoration of 
Olmsted’s historic entrance to Riverway Park, permitted to decline 
during a period of “shabbification” of Town assets. Restoration of 

Champion copper beech tree at St. Aidan’s Church, winter 
view. The tree is believed to have been planted by David 
Sears in the mid-19th century.(200)

Top: Street trees on Cumberland Ave.(198) At the urging of advocates,  
the street tree budget increased in 2008 for the first time in 10 years. 
Bottom: Historic view of Ivy Street street trees, c. 1910.(199)
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the bridged entrance is a recommendation of the Master Plan for 
Riverway Park.  The Town is currently seeking a Federal grant under 
the Transportation Enhancements Program to fund the restoration. 
Active members of the Friends Steering Committee have included,  
in addition to Cavell and Mattison, Ed Cutler, Dick Garver and 
Frances Shedd-Fisher. Brookline GreenSpace 
Alliance supports the restoration efforts, which 
actively continue. 

1999 – 2008 -- BGSA has been an active 
member of the Citizens Advisory Committee 
for the Massachusetts Environmental Protection 
Act Muddy River, Flood Control, Water Quality, 
Habitat Enhancement and Historic Preservation 
Project (EOEEA No. 11865) in the Emerald 
Necklace parks; and the Management and 
Maintenance Oversight Committee (MMOC) 
created by the Massachusetts Secretary of 
Environmental Affairs to assure full transparency 
and public participation in Phase I of the Project.  

2000 -- The Campaign to Preserve St. Aidan’s, led by Diana Lees 
Spiegel and many other Brookline citizens, worked to save the historic 
church and the forecourt and heritage trees as the church property 
was developed for housing.  The magnificent, 150 year old copper 
beech tree on the site is believed to have been planted by David Sears. 
As a result of the advocacy, a conservation easement on a portion 
of the open space has been granted by the owner of the property. 
Responding to the concerns of neighbors and BGSA, Tom Brady, 
Brookline Tree Warden, prepared stringent conditions for the building 

contractor to follow in protecting the trees.  St. Aidan’s was the parish 
church of the Kennedy family who lived on nearby Beals Street.  The 
Kennedy home is now the JFK National Historic Site.

 – Under the leadership of Barbara Mackey, Friends of Hall’s Pond 
launched the Hall’s Pond Learning Project, now the Town-wide 

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance Environmental 
Learning Project.   Since BGSA assumed 
leadership in 2004 the project has expanded.  
The Brookline GreenSpace Environmental 
Learning Project is the only free environmental 
education program in Brookline.

-- Brookline GreenSpace Alliance sponsored a 
forum on global warming and climate change in 
May 2000 with expert speakers from Harvard, 
Tufts and the Conservation Law Foundation. 
Climate Change Action Brookline (CCAB) was 

formed the same year led by Deirdre Buckley, Erin 
Chute, Werner Lohe, Fred Perry, Frances Shedd-

Fisher and Don Weitzman.  The group sponsored three warrant 
articles at fall 2001 Town Meeting: a warrant to require the Town 
to begin implementation of use of hybrid vehicles for its non-safety 
related fleet was approved and has since been acted on.  In the same 
year the Selectmen approved a Climate Change Action Plan for 
Brookline.  CCAB has continued to pursue green energy initiatives, 
working collaboratively with other organizations and with the Town.  

2001 – Exploring the Paths of Brookline was researched, written and 
published by Linda Olson Pehlke of Brookline. 

-- Chestnut Trails, a publication of Chestnut Hill Garden Club, 
provided historical and geographical information on major public 
open spaces in the Chestnut Hill areas of Boston, Brookline and 
Newton. The book was researched and written by members of the 
Chestnut Hill Garden Club led by Marjorie Greville of Brookline. 

2002 – The completion of work at Hall’s Pond marked the first 
restoration of an urban wetland in Massachusetts. 

2003 —The Richardson family 
created a conservation restriction 
on approximately 2 acres of family 
land adjacent to Boylston Street, 
across from Brookline Reservoir 
Park.  This is one of several such 
conservation restrictions on private 
land in Brookline.  Conservation 
restrictions protect the land 
from development in perpetuity, 
assuring retention of land for 
habitat and protecting vistas.

-- BGSA takes a lead in assuring 
the Town’s Comprehensive 10-Year 
Plan re-affirms the value of open space 
in Brookline, particularly the inclusion of the “no net loss of open 
space” provision in the Plan.

-- Friends of the Old Burying Ground, formed in 2003 by Dorothy 
Baldini, is leading tours, seeking grants and fundraising to pay 
preservationists working to restore the space.

2004 – BGSA launched PLACE, its semi-annual journal of issues and 
ideas, and significantly broadened its website resources, expanding its 
repertoire of communications and advocacy efforts. Marian Lazar is 
the designer of PLACE and the BGSA website and from 1987 - 2003 
was the designer of the BGSA newsletter, Alliance Update.

 – Earth Night, a successful collaboration between Brookline 
GreenSpace Alliance and the Coolidge Corner Theatre Foundation, 

led by Kate Bowditch and Joe 
Zina, led to the creation of The 
Muddy River Environmental Film 
Series, an annual event held at the 
Coolidge Corner Theatre.  It is 
the only such film festival in the 
greater Boston area.

2005 – In the year of Brookline’s 
tercentennial of its founding, the 
Parks and Open Space Division 
planted 100,000 bulbs in the 
public landscapes of Brookline.  
Each year thereafter an additional 
40,000 bulbs have been planted.

-- Town Meeting approved initiating 
discussions with the Commonwealth to purchase the 9.92 acre Fisher 
Hill Reservoir site from MWRA for use for recreational purposes.  The 
Town is currently negotiating price and other terms with DCAM.  Once 
the transaction is finalized, the Town will create a park with playing field 
and walking trails for Town-wide use.  A purchase agreement is expected 
to be presented to fall Town Meeting, 2009 for its approval.  

Coolidge Playground.(202)

Specimen rose at the Minot Rose Garden, 
Winthrop Square(201)
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A version of this history was first created in 2005, the tercentennial 
of the founding of Brookline.  Frances Shedd Fisher, the author, is a 
founding Board member and past President of Brookline GreenSpace 
Alliance.  Much of the historical information in this list is derived 
from research done by historian and Brookline Preservation Planner, 
Greer Hardwicke. The editor wishes to extend particular thanks to 
Ms. Hardwicke for her assistance.  Thanks also to Werner Lohe, 
Brookline Conservation Commission, and to Linda Olson Pehlke, 
author of Exploring the Paths of Brookline. In addition, we wish to 
acknowledge the wealth of information about Brookline open spaces 
to be found in the Brookline Conservation Commission’s Open Space 
Plans 2000 and 2005 and on the website of the Brookline Parks and 
Open Space Division. 

Public Open Spaces in National and State Historic Register Districts 
in Brookline:

Amory Playground/Amory Woods, Beacon Street, Emerson Garden, 
Fisher Hill open and covered reservoirs, Hall’s Pond, Horace James 
Circle, Larz Anderson Park - buildings and land, Linden Park, Linden 
Square, Longwood Mall, Mason Square, New Lincoln School –
buildings and land, Old Burying Ground, Old Town Green, Frederick 
Law Olmsted National Historic Site (Fairsted) -- Also a National 
Historic Landmark, Olmsted Park, Reservoir Park, Riverway Park, 
The Riverway, Soule Recreation Center – building and land, Upland 
Green (Philbrick Square), Walnut Hills Cemetery, West Roxbury 
Parkway, White Place, Winthrop Square.  Eligible: Corey Hill Park, 
Dane Park, Griggs Park, Lawrence School.

Compiled by Greer Hardwicke, Preservation Planner (2005) 

--Town Meeting approved the Town’s first tree protection bylaw. 
Building on work done by a 2001 Moderator’s Study Committee 
led by Fred Perry of CCAB, 
the fall 2005 warrant article 
was offered as an amendment 
to the Town’s zoning bylaw. 
The bylaw requires property 
owners seeking a special 
permit in connection with a 
construction project to refrain 
from removing any trees on the 
site prior to review through the 
permitting process. Advocacy 
for the bylaw change was led 
by Hugh Mattison of the Tree 
Planting Committee, and was 
encouraged and supported by 
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance. 

2006 – BGSA takes a strong stand on aspects of the Open Space and 
Recreation Master Plan believed to be in conflict with open space 
interests of citizens and in conflict with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan 
and Open Space Plan.  Appropriate changes in the Master Plan are 
agreed to by the Park and Recreation Commission.

2007 – The rehabilitation of Beacon Street included the replanting of 
approximately 300 additional trees as part of the historic renovation, 
returning the street to the verdant state originally envisioned by Olmsted.

-- High Street Hill Association/Friends of Leverett Pond, supported 
by Brookline GreenSpace Alliance, collaborated with the Parks and 

Open Space Division to create a model park maintenance effort at 
Olmsted Park.  Volunteers joined with parks department employees 

on evenings and weekends, spring and 
fall, to jointly do maintenance in the 
park, including removal of invasive 
species, mucking out the Babbling 
Brook, replanting beds, edging, 
raking, mulching.   The program is 
continuing as a semi-annual effort.

2008 -- Leaders from diverse groups 
such as Climate Change Action 
Brookline, Brookline GreenSpace 
Alliance, Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee, and Bicycle Advisory 
Committee banded together to 
develop  a comprehensive strategy 
to foster a sustainable Brookline. 

At a well-attended public meeting ideas were shared and a plan for 
moving toward a greener Brookline was developed.

 - Skyline Park, a 15-acre multigenerational community park located 
at the former Newton Street Landfill, was completed in spring 2008.  
The park, which represents the first new park in Brookline in over 30 
years, includes a regulation size synthetic turf soccer field, play areas, 
picnic areas, walking paths, parking and connections to the Lost 
Pond Nature Sanctuary.  The completion of the park represents more 
than ten years of collaboration between the community and DPW to 
develop a project that respects the natural setting of the park while 
providing space for active sports.

Historic view of Emerson Park.(203)

Attendees at BGSA Growing Green Space annual spring event to raise funds to further the mission of environmental education and preservation of open space in Brookline.(204)
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