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Brookline GreenSpace Alliance
is a non-profit membership
organization dedicated to the
enhancement of open space
in Brookline by supporting
citizens in caring for their
green spaces.

This issue marks the beginning of BGSA’s 25th year of advocating for the preservation
and maintenance of open spaces in Brookline. We take this opportunity to look back on
past challenges and issues that have concerned us over the past twenty-five years. Included
are hightlights of the organization, as well as excerpts from older newsletters that are not
available on our web site. The headlines on these old newsletters, and the before and after
photos inside, show how much has changed for Brookline’s parks and open spaces in the
past twenty-five years.
Grassroots support for a green community
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25 Years

25 Highlights
BGSA has worked to create a constituency that will steward Brookline’s
park system into the future. Our parks provide economic, ecological, social
and health benefits. Parks are a community investment and a critical mass
of citizens speaking up on their behalf helps ensure that decisions with regards to their best upkeep will be made. That is why BGSA was founded and
that is our ongoing mission. Join us in creating a green future for all.
1987 – Brookline GreenSpace Alliance (BGSA) is founded.
BGSA founding motivated by citizen concern about damaging use of Larz Anderson Park.
The vision is for a Town-wide organization to work with individual parks friends groups to
advocate for preservation and protection of the Town’s public lands.
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She concluded her remarks stating that “Successful advocacy and achievement in environmental
efforts necessitate persistence, perseverance, and
passion; I believe BGSA has demonstrated all
three qualities”.
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Volunteers at a Hall’s Pond Sanctuary cleanup, June 2007.

by Deborah Rivers, AIA LEED AP

T

his year’s annual meeting of the
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance (BGSA)
represented the beginning of the celebration of the organization’s twentyfifth year. To initiate the year-long celebration,
the audience heard welcoming remarks from
Arlene Mattison, who is starting her tenth year as
president, and two past presidents, Fred Perry and
Frances Shedd-Fisher. Hugh Mattison, Chairman
of Brookline’s Tree Planting Committee, and Gina
Crandell, author of the forthcoming book, Tree
Gardens: Architecture and the Forest, spoke on
subjects related to ‘The Year of the Tree’; Brookline GreenSpace has adopted the tree as its theme
for this special year.
Arlene Mattison recounted that Brookline
GreenSpace Alliance was established in response
to a threat to historic public parkland and has
continued to advocate for parks and open space
with a consistent environmental message. She
expressed gratitude to those who have led the
organization and those who volunteer. As an umbrella organization for parks friends’ groups and
other environmental organizations and efforts,
BGSA has contributed to many initiatives over the
last 25 years. She highlighted the Alliance’s new
role in holding the conservation restriction for
the Fisher Hill Reservoir Park, which is consistent
with the organization’s mission “to preserve, protect and enhance the open spaces of Brookline.”

Frances Shedd-Fisher highlighted the importance of BGSA’s involvement with the Task Force
on Open Space. The task force, which began in
1995 and lasted three years, advocated for better
management of the care and maintenance of our
parks and open spaces. Working with the Town,
BGSA’s advocacy resulted in the re-organization
of parks and open spaces management. A new
division was created—The Parks and Open Space
Division—and a new director was hired, Erin
Chute [Gallentine]. In addition, Tom Brady was
hired as Conservation Administrator. Both
have contributed greatly to the quality of our
open spaces.
Hugh Mattison. reported that BGSA has lobbied
for two years for restoration of the Town Arborist position. The FY 2013 budget represents a
compromise which will upgrade the Forestry
Zone Manager position to a Forestry Supervisor.
This upgrade will allow Tom Brady to focus more
on his Tree Warden and Conservation Administrator duties, by shifting some of the supervisory
tasks of managing the urban forest to the Forestry Supervisor. Mattison made a presentation
about the activities of the Brookline Tree Planting
Committee stressing the importance of our urban
forest. He gave an update on the Asian Longhorn
Beetle Infestation, indicating that after extensive
investigation no more infected trees have been
found in the quarantined area. He also shared
photos of a recent tree walk.
The evenings main speaker was Gina Crandell,
who presented several “tree gardens” based on
research done for her soon to be published book,
Tree Gardens: Architecture and the Forest. Included
were Lucca Italy’s tree allées on the ramparts surrounding the old town, Le Notre’s gardens at Versailles, Riemer Park in Munich, Germany built on
the site of a former airport, and the 911 Memorial
in New York City. Her talk concluded with the
plans for the Fisher Hill Reservoir Park including
(continued on next page)
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25 years is a landmark.
Advocacy and education and promotion of the sheer enjoyment of nature are what the Alliance has focused on for 25 years. And good things have come from these efforts. More
children exposed to the wonders of nature up close. Better maintained parks, and budgets
that support the work of the Open Space Division. More people who can identify a particular
species of tree and understand why it might be chosen as a street tree. Better understanding
of Brookline’s watershed and its impact on the Muddy River, the Charles River and Boston
Harbor.
We have also supported volunteerism in our parks. As we list accomplishments, we are proud
of our support of Park Friends groups and we pay tribute to the people over the last 25 years
who have cleaned, planted, fundraised for, loved their neighborhood parks.
The existence of Brookline GreenSpace Alliance says we are a community that cares about our
environment. With the contribution of many citizens we have been able to sustain an independent agency that advocates for the protection and enhancement of green space in our community. 25 years of caring – that says a lot.
Arlene Mattison, President

The next 25 years
belong to a new
generation of
community activists
who will protect the
land for the future.

Get involved!
Volunteer.
Attend a BGSA 		
event.
Plant a tree.
Join BGSA.

Friends of Leverett Pond Volunteer Work Day in Olmsted Park, 2012

Annual Meeting (continued)
a grove of 25 trees to be donated by Brookline GreenSpace Alliance in commemoration
of its 25th anniversary. The grove will be a
lasting legacy to the citizens of our Town. For
more information on the Grove and how to
support the purchase of the trees go to http://
www.brooklinegreenspace.org.

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance begins its
25th year celebrating the contribution to the
community of citizen activism and volunteerism, and advocacy for green spaces and
the place that they have in a healthy environment and our overall quality of life.



The Case for Open Space
by Tina Oddleifson, former BGSA Executive Director

Health
“The US currently spends more for health care
than any nation on earth – 14% of our Gross
National Product. With huge and mounting debt
in every sector and a population which is both aging rapidly and increasingly dependent, curtailing
health care costs will be a priority of government
and doing this will involve reinventing our notions of what constitutes efficient and effective
health care. Emphasis will be on prevention.
During this process, parks and recreation have
the opportunity to become a significant factor in
the wellness revolution. At the municipal level
there are already some precedents for state or
local health agencies funding targeted to specific
facilities or services of recreation and park agencies, which have measurable wellness outcomes.”
[Godbey, Geoffrey, 1993 “ The contribution of
Recreation and Parks to Reducing Health Care
From Theory to Practice.” In Trends: Justifying
Recreation and Parks to Decision Makers., v. 30 no 4.]

Pollution Control

This article, written in 2001
is reprinted here as part of
BGSA’s consistent message
of the importance of green
space to our lives.



T

here is no doubt that green spaces play
a critical role in our quality of life.
Sanctuaries, parks, playing fields, street
trees, greenways and even small spaces
such as traffic circles define the community in
which we live. These resources however, are not
just “niceties” but play a central role in the health
and economic viability of our community. Sufficient funding for park maintenance, effective zoning by-laws, and a commitment to the long-term
protection of key properties in our community
are necessary investments in our green infrastructure if Brookline is to develop and sustain a
healthy community.

Human activity places a stress on urban environments that green spaces help relieve. Trees and
other vegetation absorb ozone, carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and other
noxious air pollutants. Trees remove dust and
particles from the air, including dangerous heavy
metals. The transpiration of water by plants helps
control and regulate humidity and temperature.
A single tree can remove as much heat from the
air as five average-sized air conditioners” Trees
and vegetation also break the wind, moderating
temperature in winter. The result is a decrease
in energy consumption, along with its costs and
associated pollution.” [Michael Hough, City Form
and Natural Processes, New York: Von Nostrand
Rinehod, 1984 pp 39-46.]
Studies made in cooperation with electric utility
companies show that when the costs of planting,
watering and maintaining trees are considered,
tree planting is a more cost effective energy conservation and carbon dioxide reduction strategy
than many other conservation measures.” [E.G.
McPherson “Cooling Heat Islands with Sustainable Landscapes” in Proceedings of the Sustainable
Cities Symposium, Chicago, 1991]

Crime
A study by the University of Illinois found that
citizens living near green spaces enjoy more social
activities, have more visits with their neighborhoods and have a stronger feeling of belonging to
their community. At the same time, a study published in 1997 Harvard School of Public Health,
showed that lower rates of violence occur in
neighborhoods where people feel a greater sense
of belonging. This is known as “collective efficacy” which is a mutual trust among residents and
a willingness to willingness to intervene in the
supervision of children and the maintenance of
public order. As a New York Times article noted
at the time, cutting public support for neighborhood institutions such as parks is shortsighted
and can lead to increased violence.
One of the most important factors influencing a
business location decision is quality of life. Recreational opportunities are an important part of
the quality of life that firms and workers seek. “In
America’s new service and technological economy, quality of life for our workforce has become
a competitive imperative. Livability is at the top
of the list when businesses look at where to invest
and locate.” [Will Rodgers President, Trust for
Public Land before the
national Town Meeting for a Sustainable
America, May 2, 1999.]

Taxes
Communities around
the country are learning
that open space conservation is not an expense
but an investment that
produces important
economic benefits.
Protecting open space
eliminates the costs of
new government services, including schools,
water, trash removal,
sewers, policing and fire
protection – the primary burdens on local
government budgets.
There are many studies
that cite land conservation as being less ex-

pensive for local governments than development.
In a 1998 study conducted by the Trust for Public
Land, it was found that “in the long term, Massachusetts towns that had protected the most land
enjoyed, on average, the lowest property rates
– perhaps because they had less development,
which requires roads, schools, sewer and water
infrastructure, and other services

In PLACE, Fall 2007 Brookline
GreenSpace Alliance pointed
out the value of our parks and
open spaces for the role they
play in mitigating global warming.

Flood Control
Parks in stream valleys or urban wetlands absorb
storm water much more cheaply than in artificial
systems. Large open spaces also allow rainwater to
be absorbed slowly and to percolate into underground aquifers – reducing the danger of flash
flooding or erosion due to rapid runoff. [Michael
Hough, City Form and Natural Processes, New
York: Von Nostrand Rinehod, 1984 pp 39-46.]
Flood control of the Muddy River has been a
major issue in Brookline, causing millions of dollars of damage. The good news is that the Muddy
River restoration project is currently underway to
relieve this problem and re-vitalize the Emerald
Necklace Park System. The Fall 2009 issue of
PLACE was devoted to the history and restoration
of the Muddy River. Find it on the publications
page of our web site, brooklinegreenspace.org

Thanks to all the photographers
whose photographs have appeared in PLACE over the years.
We are especially grateful to
Marian Lazar, Frances Shedd-Fisher, Jean Stringham, Bruce Wolff
and Judy Wong. The pictures in
this issue, showing parks before
and after renovation were
provided by the Parks and Open
Space division.

Yes! I want to support
the local environment.
Join online: click
the Join Us link
on our home page
brooklinegreenspace.org

Stay Connected
Visit www.brooklinegreenspace.
org to learn about open space
issues and upcoming events. Sign
up for e-mail updates at info@
brooklinegreenspace.org



1988 - BGSA is appointed to Moderator’s Committee to study parks and
open space management.

1990 –BGSA advocates for TM
approval of Design Review committees for park capital improvements which include neighbors,
park commissioners and necessary consultants.

1993 - BGSA rallies conservationists when Putterham
Woods is threatened.

1993 - BGSA acts as fiscal
agent for Larz Anderson
Park initiative.

on Climate Change. Climate Change Action
Brookline is formed and the Town implements a
Climate Action Plan.

2003 –BGSA takes lead in assuring the Town’s
Comprehensive 10-Year Plan emphasizes a high
priority on green space and re-affirms a “no net
loss of open space” provision.

2004 – BGSA assumes responsibility for the
Environmental Learning Project from Friends of
Hall’s Pond.

2004 - Earth Night Brookline is launched with
showing of Pale Male at the Coolidge Corner
Theatre. This event evolves into The Muddy River
Environmental Film Series, Greater Boston’s only
environmental film series.

1994 - BGSA collaborates with U. Mass Forestry Department, the Town and the Tree Planting Committee as they design and implement an
inventory of municipal street trees performed
by volunteers.

2004 – BGSA grants Friends of the Minot Rose

1994 - BGSA collaborates with Conservation

2004 – BGSA co-chairs the production of the

Commission on Open Space Tour focused on
properties in danger of development.

Conservation Commission’s 2005 Open Space
Plan.

1995 - Task Force on Open Space is established

2006 – BGSA establishes a Land Acquisition

when BGSA raises questions about management
accountabilities and efficacy of park maintenance.

committee to look at alternatives and methodologies for expanding Brookline’s base of
protected open space.

1996 – BGSA co-sponsors Lost Pond, a video

2006 – BGSA lobbies to have the Parks, Open

detailing efforts to preserve the nature sanctuary.

Space and Recreation Strategic Master Plan abide
by provisions in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan
and Open Space Plan.

2000 - BGSA organizes and sponsors Forum

Garden a Neighborhood Initiative Grant to help
with the effort to replant the badly deteriorating
garden and continues to act as fiscal agent for the
group.

2007 – BGSA launches Celebrate OUR Earth, a
Town-wide Earth Day celebration encouraging
volunteerism.



Monmouth Park: before and after.

2007 – A user-friendly map of open spaces in
Brookline is created.

2008 – BGSA works with Conservation Commission to protect the lands held by the Brookline Land Trust.

2008 – BGSA publishes Landscapes of Brookline
An Enduring Legacy, a tribute to the contribution
of open space to the quality of life in Brookline.

The Greening of
Brookline
In the past twenty-five
years, Brookline has
achieved greener and
better maintained parks,
sanctuaries, traffic islands
and playing fields. A few
examples below.

2009 – BGSA co-chairs the production of the
Conservation Commission’s 2010 Open Space
Plan.

2010 – BGSA holds a Forum on How Zoning
Can Protect Open Space.

2010 – The Alliance accepts the Conservation
Restriction for 10 acre Fisher Hill Reservoir
Park.

2011 – BGSA puts major lobbying effort into
saving the Town Arborist position to support
the health of Brookline’s urban forest. This
supports the creation of a new position of
Supervisor of Forestry Operations.

Skyline Park: from trash dump to new park.

Hall’s Pond Sanctuary: before and after reconstruction
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The Spring Park Friends Coffee gave park activists an opportunity to meet
each other to discuss strategies for common problems. Director of Parks
and Open Space, Erin Gallentine, spoke about her plans for park renovations and the importance of Friends Groups in advocating for their parks.

BGSA has a long history of advocating for Brookline’s open spaces. A
committee meets in 2003

BGSA’s earth week, “Celebrate OUR
Earth,” included (left to right) a bird
walk at Hall’s Pond Sanctuary, a night
time nature walk at Hoar Sanctuary
and an environmental film festival.
Friends groups participated with
clean-ups in
their parks and
other activites.

Give a Living Legacy
Plant a tree at
Fisher Hill Park
For more information about planting a tree at Brookline’s newest park
on Fisher Hill, go to www.brooklinegreenspace.org

