
Imagine living in a town devoid of trees. 

You turn left and look down your block and 

see nothing but grey asphalt with only grass 

and small shrubs providing minimal green; 

you turn right and see a similar starkness. 

As the sun beats down without much relief, 

you miss the environmental as well as the 

aesthetic value of our tree-lined streets. 

Think this cannot happen in your town, your 

Brookline? Think again.

Across Massachusetts, officials are on alert, 

keeping an eye out for an invasive species 

that can lead to this very scenario of a 

treeless town. The Asian longhorned beetle 

(Anoplophora glabripennis) has been long 

identified as a high risk pest that preys on 

hardwood trees and can affect natural and 

urban forests and the economic viability of 

businesses such as the maple syrup industry. 

The severity of its impact in Massachusetts 

has only been recently felt. Many of 

Worcester’s trees are being removed. 6,500 

trees, both public and private, in a 64-square 

mile quarantine zone are earmarked for clear 

cutting in 2009.

The Asian longhorned beetle was first identi-

fied in New York in 1996, and further discreet 

infestations were identified in Chicago in 

1998, in New Jersey in 2002 and 2004, again 

in New York in 2007, and finally in Worcester 

in 2008. The beetle most likely came over 

to the United States in lumber shipments 

from China and is believed to have existed 

in Worcester for at least 11 years prior to its 

recent discovery there.

Adult Asian longhorned beetle females chew 

out a place to lay their eggs, forming oval 

to round, darkened wounds in the bark. 

Larvae develop out of the eggs and chew 

banana-shaped galleries into the heartwood, 

on which they feed during fall and winter. 

Beetles emerge as adults to mate and restart 

the cycle. The beetle tends to re-lay eggs in 

the host tree of its birth until the population 

density exceeds capacity. Maple, elm, willow, 

birch, horse chestnut, London plane, poplar, 

ash, mimosa, hackberry and mountain ash 

are favored as host trees.

continued on page 4
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Reading this issue of PLACE might seem quite 

alarmist–many dangers lurking around us threat-

ening aspects of our environment’s health and 

beauty! While we might automatically think of 

the many negative impacts from our dependence 

on fossil fuels, the threats written about in this 

edition of GreenSpace Alliance’s publication are 

invasives which threaten our local open space. 

40 miles away from Brookline, an invasive insect 

is the cause of removal of many hardwood trees 

such as the maples and oaks that provide habitat, 

beauty, shade, and the fall color that symbolizes 

autumn in New England. 

Non-native plants, many that lure us with their 

own beauty, are making it difficult or impos-

sible for native species to thrive and to provide 

diversified healthy habitat for wildlife. Last week 

I pulled a garlic mustard plant from my own 

backyard after looking at it for quite a while 

admiring its white flowers and wondering if this 

was a plant I had planted.

And huge stands of invasive reeds know as 

phragmites are contributing to flooding in the 

Muddy River. The Muddy River Restoration 

Project itself could be threatened if Boston 

and Brookline cannot work in accordance with 

agreements with the Commonwealth and the 

federal government to implement all aspects of 

this major park project.

Forewarned is forearmed. I hope that PLACE 

readers withstand the invasion of invasives 

and are pro-active about enjoying the summer 

months ahead.

Arlene Mattison
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Presidents Message

B
rookline GreenSpace Alliance is proud to present Landscapes of 

Brookline: An Enduring Legacy. Landscapes of Brookline is the story in 

pictures of the exceptional legacy of public and private open space 

in Brookline, the beauty of our nature sanctuaries, our historic designed 

landscapes and Allandale Farm, owned by the same family since 1640. Over 

200 contemporary color photographs, a sampling of historic photographs, and 

a Short History of Leadership in Open Space Preservation combine to present 

a green profile of our lively and enduring community.

This 138-page, perfect-bound 

photo book is available for 

$29.95. For more information 

or to place an order, contactinfo@brooklinegreenspace.

org or 617-277-4777.

Bonus–When you buy Landscapes of Brookline:An Enduring 

Legacy, receive a music CD celebrating Brookline’s early 

green space heritage, Muddy River Suite, composed by 

nationally renowned folk composer and performer Lorraine 

Hammond of Brookline.

Benefactor
Eileen & Jack Connors

Chobee Hoy

Arlene & Hugh Mattison

Patron
Stephen & Anita Blyth Ronald & Ellen Brown

Joseph & Susan Rothstein  Nan St. Goar

Kirsten Waerstad & Dharmesh Shah

Friend
Lee & Nile Albright Martina Albright & Jon Bernstein Fay & Tony Andreadis 
Dorothy Baldini Abby Coffin Deborah & David Brooks
Robert Daves & Jennifer Jackson Mary & Murray Dewart Betsy & Dennis DeWitt 
Hugh & Mary Dunlap M. Dozier & Margaret Gardner Marjorie & Nicholas Greville
John Grew, Jr. Marian & Jerry Lazar Carol & Werner Lohe 
Sean & Karen Lynn-Jones Patricia Maher & Michael Wessels Fred Perry & Sarah Smith
Margaret E. Richardson Deborah Rivers & Thomas Clasby Dick & Lucy Robb 
Roberta & Bill Schnoor Jean & Peter Stringham Ben & Kate Taylor 
Nicholas & Joan Thorndike James & Jane Wilson Ed Zuker

Thank you!
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance thanks the members of the Host Committee for our June garden party 

fundraiser, Growing GreenSpace. Thanks  to Whole Foods, Brighton for catering the event.

For information about BGSA’s June garden party fundraiser, contact Executive director, Edward Hsieh 

at 617 277-47777.  Spend a lovely afternoon with like-minded environmentalists and help Grow 

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance.

Garlic Mustard, showing seed pods 
at left and flowers at right.

BGSA presented copies of Landscapes of Brookline to the Selectmen at 
their January 13 meeting.
Photo by Jean StringhamLisa Neumann accepting the “Green Goddess” Award in honor of 

Jay Veevers for Jay’s dedication to the open spaces of Brookline, 
her devotion to the mission of BGSA, and her ability to bring a 
special flair to every event.  The award was presented by Betsy 
Shure Gross.
 The award also kicked off a special fund, the Jay Veevers Earth 
Day Fund, which will support future activities focused around 
Earth Day and promotion of more environmental consciousness 
around that special time.
Photo by Hugh Mattison

BGSA held its 2009 Annual Meeting on April 6th 

at the Brookline campus of Wheelock College. 

In addition to a brief business meeting and 

presentation of awards, the Annual Meeting also  

featured two presentations. Marian Lazar, 

Board of Directors member of BGSA and also 

a Town of Brookline Associate Conservation 

Commissioner, presented an overview of 

invasive 

plant species 

threatening 

Brookline. Tom 

Brady, Town 

of Brookline 

Conservation 

Administrator 

and Tree 

Warden, 

discussed the 

potential threat 

presented by 

the Asian beetle. 

Annual Meeting

Bruce Wolff was presented with the BGSA 
2009 Environmental Leadership Award for 
his dedication and commitment to improving 
Brookline by remaining vigilant against invasive 
species that threaten our ecology. Award 
presented by Hugh Mattison.
Photo by Edward Hsieh

Now taking orders
Landscapes of Brookline: An Enduring Legacy

Green Events in Brookline
Open space events and volunteer opportunities are now posted 

on our website. Go to www. brooklinegreenspace.org and click on 

the calendar link.
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Although the Asian longhorned beetle 

does not generally stray too far from its 

birthplace, it is known to fly up to 400 

yards. The beetle also travels in lumber 

and firewood. In Worcester, witnes-

ses report that the beetles drop onto 

automobiles parked under host trees and 

get transported in that manner.

Due to the relatively limited range 

of travel for the beetles, quarantines 

are established around infested areas. 

Transport and sale of wood products 

out of these areas are prohibited. The 

United States Department of Agriculture 

has established three activities targeted 

towards combating the beetle within 

these quarantine areas: surveys to locate 

infestations, preventative treatments 

including insecticides, and removal of 

infested trees. Removed trees are chipped 

into pieces less than 1 inch each.

Currently, trees within a 1-mile radius 

of the infested host tree are considered 

suspect and also removed. For reference, Brookline 

has a 1.5-mile radius from its center.

If the Asian longhorned beetle is found in 

Brookline, it could be disastrous to our heritage 

trees and prized urban street forest. Officials, 

who strongly suspect that the beetle is already 

beyond Worcester since Worcester was a major 

exporter of firewood up until the recent quaran-

tine, hope that infestations are not yet severe in 

Eastern Massachusetts. Currently, State and local 

officials are asking citizens to be vigilant. Detection 

is critical to containing infestations. The Asian 

longhorned beetle normally measures 1 to 1.5 

inches long, not counting the antennae, which 

can be twice as long as the body. The body is shiny 

black with sporadic white spots and banded anten-

nae. The beetles leave perfectly round holes that are 

up to 3/8 inch in diameter, which is about the size of 

a dime. The tunneling also leaves behind frass, or 

sawdust, and can lead to running sap from wounds. 

Small round pockmarks on the bark of a tree could 

indicate eggs.

The USDA has been testing the insecticide 

imidacloprid in 

New York and 

Chicago with the 

hope that it will 

prove effective in 

containing infes-

tations. Hopefully, 

the USDA efforts 

in Worcester will 

contain the beetle 

there. But we must 

remain vigilant, 

and report any 

sighting of possi-

ble signs of beetle 

activity to Tom 

Brady, Brookline 

Tree Warden at 

617 730-2148 so 

that we, as citizens 

of Brookline, will 

not need to face 

the horrible possi-

bility of losing our 

urban forest.

T
he aliens are coming! They’re destroying 

the habitats of native birds and animals 

across the country (and around the world). 

Thousands of acres are overrun by invasive plant 

species every day. After habitat destruction, this is 

the second greatest cause of loss of habitat.

What are invasives and why are they so harmful? 

All plants originate somewhere in the world. All 

develop as part of an ecosystem and live in a natural 

range, determined by factors such as climate and 

soil. A native species occurs where it has evolved. 

Native plants in North America are generally those 

present before the time of European settlement. 

An exotic species is one that has been introduced to 

an area beyond its natural range, through human 

activity. Because it has not evolved in place it is not 

part of the ecological system. It is not part of the 

natural food chain and will not provide habitat for 

the other organisms in the system. Exotic species are 

introduced from other continents, other countries or 

other parts of the same country. They are imported 

for specific purposes, such as erosion control, or have 

escaped from gardens or plant collections. 

An invasive plant is one that takes over an ecosys-

tem by out-growing and or out-reproducing other 

plants. An invasive plant can be either native or 

exotic. Some native plants, under favorable circum-

stances can become invasive, at least for a time. An 

example is native grape vine growing in a forest 

where a tree falls or is cut as part of a lumbering 

operation. The vine suddenly grows rapidly in the 

increased sunshine. As the forest re-grows the vine 

loses its invasive capacity.

Exotic plants have the potential to become much 

more dangerously invasive. Because they do not 

develop as part of the natural system they are 

growing in, there are few limits on their growth 

and reproduction. In their native surroundings 

herbivores, diseases and parasites developed as 

part of the ecosystem and kept these 

plants in check. The Amur corktree 

which was planted in New York and 

Philadelphia as an ornamental tree 

has become invasive in both cities in 

less than 50 years. It is also appearing in the 

woods of Brookline’s sanctuaries. 

Because invasive species have the ability to 

grow unchecked, they have a serious impact on the 

habitat they invade. Amur corktree out competes 

native tree and shrub species such as oaks and 

hickories by producing large numbers of viable 

seeds. The thick layer of cork seedlings in the forest 

under-story shades out the seedlings of native 

species. Oaks and hickories provide a nutritious 

fat-containing nut for wildlife that remains avail-

able through the winter, whereas corktree provides 

berries that are lower in nutritional value. Many 

birds and mammals including grackles, turkey, blue 

jays, woodpeckers, squirrels, mice, rabbits, foxes, 

and raccoons are dependent on oaks and hickories 

for food. Because wildlife populations vary with the 

availability of acorns, populations of these species 

decrease in forests where the Amur corktree has 

become established.

Other invasives such as garlic mustard are thought 

to change soil composition where they grow making 

it harder for native species to compete. In addition, 

once introduced to an area, garlic mustard aggres-

sively monopolizes light, moisture, nutrients, 

soil and space. Wildlife species that depend on 

early native plants for their foliage, pollen, nectar, 

fruits, seeds and roots, are deprived of essential 

food sources when garlic mustard replaces them. 

Chemicals in garlic mustard also appear to be toxic 

to the eggs of some butterflies, as evidenced by their 

failure to hatch when laid on garlic mustard plants.

What can be done to combat the invasion? Locally, 

in the garden, identify invasive species and remove 

them according to invasive control practices. Do not 

buy plants known to be invasive. The Massachusetts 

prohibited plant list went into effect in 2006 (see 

http://www.mass.gov/agr/farmproducts/proposed_

prohibited_plant_list_v12-12-05.htm). Do not buy 

any plant on the list either from a local nursery or 

online. After removing invasive plants it is impor-

tant to replant with non-invasives. 

Information on native species can be found at 

http://www.wildflower.org/collections/collec-

tion.php?collection=MA. For information 

on identifying and controlling them go to 

http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/. The BGSA 

website, www.brooklinegreenspace.org, has a 

link on the home page to further information 

from the New England Wildflower Society.

Beetles (continued from page 1)

Above top: Beetle damage on an infected tree. 
Below: Beetle exit hole with pencil for scale.

Plant Invaders

(top to bottom): Black swallow-wort 
(Cynanchum louiseae), Yellow iris (Iris 
pseudacorus), Bittersweet (Celastrus 
orbiculatus), Porcelainberry (Ampelopsis 
brevipedunculata) and Multiflora rose 
(Rosa multiflora).
All photos by Bruce Wolff except 
Yellow iris by Marian LazarBurning bush (Euonymus alatus)

by Marian Lazar
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T
he problem was to transform a narrow, 

sluggish stream which served as the open 

sewer for the fashionable Longwood section 

of Brookline into an attractive landscape which 

would encourage further development of a neigh-

borhood, thus increasing the tax base. Frederick Law 

Olmsted’s solution, his “Sanitary Improvement”, 

was to cloak a clear meandering stream in a verdant 

mantle of trees and shrubs. Less vision might have 

been a simple public works project which solved 

a sanitation problem. Olmsted instead created an 

escape from urban life that would provide a meeting 

place with meadow and forest, water and open sky. 

Brookline is home to part of two of the parks in 

the Emerald Necklace park system–Riverway and 

Olmsted Parks. 

Olmsted warned the caretakers of the parks that 

maintenance would be a very important part of the 

future of his parks. Over the last century, however, 

bridges have deteriorated, trees remained uncared 

for, and paths have crumbled. The Muddy River and 

park ponds have gradually become shallower due to 

sediment from stormdrains and bank erosion. Reeds, 

known as phragmites, have proliferated along the 

shore, narrowing the channel. In the 1930’s, culverts 

were constructed at the Muddy River’s downstream 

end and the open waterway was filled in. These 

factors severely constricted the water-carrying capac-

ity of the river.

After years of deferred maintenance of the parks, in 

1991, Brookline Selectmen endorsed the Emerald 

Necklace Master Plan (ENMP), which called for 

various improvements including re-creating the 

open water course at Landmark Center (formerly a 

Sears, Roebuck parking lot) and restoring the Carlton 

Street Footbridge to re-establish pedestrian access to 

Riverway Park from the lower Beacon Street residen-

tial section of Brookline.

In October 1996, heavy rains caused extensive 

flooding. Water beyond the capacity of the Muddy 

River flowed over the berm at the Longwood T 

Station, pouring down the Riverside “D” line tracks 

into Kenmore Station, and flooding a number of 

Brookline streets (Brook, Bowker, Kent, Monmouth 

Court)to the extent that the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) was called upon to 

manage the cleanup.

The 1998 Emerald Necklace Environmental 

Improvements Master Plan included the improve-

ments called for in the ENMP, including the restoration 

of the Carlton Street Footbridge and re-opening of the 

waterway to increase water storage capacity.

In 1999, Brookline and Boston signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 

the state, agreeing “to cooperate relative to the 

Project to ensure the preservation and protection 

of this unique Olmsted park system.” Since 1999, 

a series of certificates issued by the state Secretary 

Olmsted’s Genius
of Energy and Environmental Affairs have re-

enforced these commitments.

Just as Olmsted proved his genius over a century ago, 

a creative effort over the last 20 years has lead to “The 

Emerald Necklace Environmental Improvements 

Master Plan and Phase 1 Flood Control, Water 

Quality, Habitat Enhancement, and Historic 

Preservation Project”. Brookline and Boston have 

combined flood control with historic preservation 

and environmental restoration. Using federal and 

state dollars to fund about 90% of the costs of this 

major effort, the municipalities have again seen the 

advantage of a park system that “works” and that 

offers so much more to its surrounding neighbor-

hoods. A major condition of the State environmental 

bond money coming to the local communities is a 

re-commitment to maintenance that will ensure a 

healthy river and park. 

The signing by all parties of the current MOU will 

allow the State to sign an agreement with the Army 

Corps of Engineers to start Phase 1 construction. 

Brookline is on the verge of reaping the benefits of 

two decades of citizen and governmental efforts and 

of being home once again to a world-class park and 

all the advantages that Olmsted envisioned. 

Early photograph of the emerald Necklace with Sears Chapel in the background. 
Photo courtesy of the National Park Service Olmsted Historic Site.

Spring in the Emerald Necklace. 
Photo by Frances Shedd Fisher

Plan for the Emerald Necklace pre-
pared by the Olmsted firm.

Hugh Mattison, Co-Chair, Friends of Leverett Pond
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Hancock Village Planning Update
Early in 2009, the Town of Brookline Board of 

Selectmen formed a planning committee in 

response to a somewhat unorthodox proposal 

by Chestnut Hill Village Realty. They wanted 

to involve the Town and abutters prior to the 

design review and permitting processes with 

regard to further development of the Hancock 

Village Apartment Complex in South Brookline. 

Hancock Village is adjacent to the D. Blakely 

Hoar Nature Sanctuary, one of three nature 

sanctuaries in Brookline. The Hancock Village 

Planning Committee, consisting of Town officials 

and neighborhood representatives, is tasked with 

working with Chestnut Hill Village Realty to 

determine the optimal development plan for the 

site based on the needs of both the developer and 

the neighborhood.

The site itself is a 49.72 acre lot straddling 

Independence Drive, with 530 townhouse units. 

The majority of the site is zoned M-0.5, however 

there is a strip of land between the abutting 

roads, Beverly and Russett, zoned S-7 which 

currently acts as an unofficial green space buffer. 

[S-7 zoning allows single family homes on 7,000 

sq. ft. lots] Chestnut Hill Village Realty has run 

some preliminary calculations and feels that it 

could add upwards of 450 more units without 

any changes to zoning. However, the developer 

does feel that it could build more efficiently with 

a zoning change to increase density.

It is not clear whether the developer’s estimates 

are correct due to the intricacies of the zoning 

by-law and due to the fact that a proper estimate 

would require hiring a planning engineer to develop 

a layout, which would be quite costly. However, some 

land use professionals have stated that they believe 

that the actual number of units, by-right without any 

zoning changes, is closer to 250.

The Committee has met officially three times, once 

in March to view a presentation by the developer 

regarding possibilities for the site, and twice in 

April to further examine the potential scenarios 

for the site. The Committee has also made several 

site visits to the apartment complex, and the 

South Brookline Neighborhood Association held a 

meeting in May to discuss with abutters the stance 

that the neighborhood and the Association should 

take on the development.

Although the Committee is early on in the process, 

several responses have dominated the meetings. 

Some neighbors feel that the process is somewhat 

backward and want to see drawn plans from the 

developer which can be used as a jumping off point. 

Other neighbors want to completely block devel-

opment and have discussed the developer’s rights 

under zoning and potential routes of litigation as a 

final response. While others feel that this is a unique 

opportunity to work with a developer to create an 

Geese are Invasive Too!

I
nvasive species are not limited to just plants and insects. In some circumstances, certain waterfowl can also foul 

up our environment. Currently in Brookline, the offending bird is the Canada Goose (Branta canadensis).

Many of us grew up with fond memories of feeding the geese; a handsome bird with cute babies that many 

park users perceive as harmless. But now we have a serious goose problem.

Edward Hsieh, Executive Director of Brookline GreenSpace Alliance, talked with Christine Dean, Town of Brookline 

Division of Parks and Open Space Environmental Educator about the Canada Goose problem in Brookline.

Updates Around Town

continued on page 12

EH: Why are Canada Geese harmful to our 

open spaces?

CD: Overpopulation of Canada Geese and increase in 

feces can lead to the degradation of our water resources. 

The Department of Public Health has clarified that the 

feces do not present a significant public health issue, but 

the feces are at least a nuisance and pollutant. 

EH: We have always had geese, why is this becoming 

such a problem now?

CD: They simply stopped migrating, despite being a 

natural migratory species. Some stopped migrating 

due to feeding so they had no pressure to migrate; while 

some were introduced in New England for hunting 

purposes.

EH: What is the Town of Brookline doing to 

combat the geese?

CD: The Town carries out an addling program once a 

year; handled by the Conservation Administrator and 

the Park Rangers. The Massachusetts Department of 

Fish and Wildlife issued a permit for this program. 

Addling of Canada Geese eggs is an accepted practice 

by the Humane Society.

EH: Are there any other methods the Town uses to 

combat the Canada Goose problem?

CD: In the past year, the Town experimented with 

decoys at the Putterham Golf Course and Brookline 

Reservoir. Plus, trained border collies were 

deployed at Larz Anderson Park.

EH: Is the success of the addling 

program in danger due to the various 

cutbacks in the Park Ranger program 

on the Boston side of the Emerald 

Necklace?

CD: The Boston Park Rangers are facing some 

budget cuts, but they are hardest hit by the cuts in the 

horseback program. Success of controlling the Canada 

Goose population obviously relies on cooperation, since 

we share a border. It is hard to say with the cuts 

how the addling program will be impacted. Currently, 

Boston has not distributed an official statement regard-

ing the addling program.

EH: How do the anti-geese programs in Brookline 

compare to other municipalities’ programs? And what 

are their programs to deal with the geese?

CD: Although I am not sure how many other munici-

palities undertake an addling program, I can tell you 

that Natick had to close their beach due to high levels of 

geese feces in the water.

EH: Would you advise against citizens feeding the geese?

CD: Yes, we would advise against feeding waterfowl. It 

is not accepted in the Town and encourages the geese to 

stay concentrated in these areas and deters them from 

following their natural behavior. And feeding can lead 

to aggression in the geese and other waterfowl.

EH: What do you do if you see someone else feeding 

the geese? We often hear from volunteers that it is very 

difficult to approach a stranger to ask them to stop 

feeding the geese, especially if they are letting their 

young children do it.

CD: Yes, it is often difficult to approach other park 

users. Our Park Rangers try to take care of that. One of 

our Rangers makes a point of speaking to people she 

sees feeding geese and has created special note cards/

handouts to educate them.

EH: Any other advice to citizens?

CD: As many people see the geese as a nuisance, they 

also serve as an important reminder that we are sharing 

these spaces with nature and must respect nature. I 

would like to refer park users to our website where we 

posted a document, Living with Wildlife, on sharing our 

spaces with nature: http://www.brooklinema.gov/parks/

pdf/livingwithwildlife.pdf. 

EH: Thank you for discussing the Goose problem with 

us and keep up the good work. 

http://www.geesepeace.org linked to the BGSA website 

is also the source of good information.

Photos by Marian Lazar
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Earthday Activities
Other Activities

Minot Rose Garden
April pruning workshop and clean-up at Minot Rose Garden. 
Photo by Linda Pehlke

Hall’s Pond
Friends of Hall’s Pond organized a workshop on garlic mustard identification and removal. 
Photos by Judy Wong

Leverett Pond Clean-up 

Hall’s Pond Clean-up s

s

BGSA at Brookline  
Booksmith and Whole Foods 
in Brighton. 
Photos by Bruce Wolff

Photo by Judy Wong

sDean Park Clean-up Photo by Judy Wong

Photo by Judy Wong

Leverett Pond Concert s Photo by Frances Shedd Fisher

s

s

s

Birth of a new Park Friends Group! 
Due to concerted efforts by interested citizens 
spurred on by numerous complaints of dog feces 
left in the snow, over forty individuals showed up 
at Waldstein Park, known to many as Dean Park, to 
clean up the park in preparation for spring.  BGSA 
supported this new group with refreshments and 
by covering minor administrative costs as part of 
our Green Umbrella Support Program.

Brookline Park Rangers have also spent a good deal 
of their time this spring removing dog feces. Do we 
need more “Please clean up after your dog” signs in 
and around Brookline?

Field Trip 
The Winter Tree 
Identification Walk, is 
part of our free monthly 
field trip program. BGSA 
holds a field trip on 
the last Sunday of each 
month, barring inclement 
weather or other sched-
uled special events. For 
more information or to 
RSVP for a free trip, visit 
www.brooklinegreens-
pace.org or contact our 
office at 617-277-4777. 
Photo by Hugh Mattison
 

s



As a member of the Alliance 

you’ll receive our publication 

PLACE, periodic e-mail alerts to 

keep you informed of meetings 

and issues affecting local open 

space, notice of walks, talks, 

tours and educational forums 

as well as an invitation to our 

spring garden event.

Stay Connected
Visit www.brooklinegreenspace.
org. to learn about open space 
issues and upcoming events. Sign 
up for email updates at info@
brooklinegreenspace.org

Name ________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

Telephone___________________Email ______________________
 (  ) Acorn ($25)
 (  ) Turfbuilder ($50)
 (  ) Good Apple ($100)
 (  ) Oak ($250)
 (  ) Copper Beech ($500)
 (  ) American Elm ($1,000)
 (  ) Steward ($2,500)

Mail to:  Brookline GreenSpace Alliance

 370 Washington Street

 Brookline, MA 02445 

Yes! I want to support the local environment.
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innovative development which meets everyone’s 

needs and to stand as an example for future 

large developments.

Despite these differences, all involved seemed to 

agree that schools should be a prime concern, 

as any development has the potential of bring-

ing more students into an already overcrowded 

Baker School. A majority also wants to see that 

the green space buffer that sits in the S-7 zone 

remains untouched.

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance has monitored 

this process. We are dedicated to ensuring that the 

impact to the open spaces in the area and particu-

larly D. Blakely Hoar Sanctuary is minimal.

Route 9 Update
In our Fall 2008 edition of PLACE, we reported 

that several trees were removed near the inter-

section of Warren and Boylston Streets due 

to the traffic improvements along Route 9. 

The Massachusetts Highway Department had 

informal meetings with the community and 

promised to replace those trees. We are happy to 

report that the new trees are in place. Watering 

these new plantings will be essential to their 

survival and good health.

Brookline GreenSpace 
Alliance points out the 
value of our parks and 
open spaces for the role 
they play in reducing 
global warming. Citizens 
seeking ways to lessen 
their negative impact 
on the environment can 
add appreciation of local 
green spaces to limiting 
water consumption, eating 
locally, changing to CFL 
light bulbs and insulating 
our homes, taking 
public transportation 
and bicycling or walking 
more, and using less 
and recycling to a list of 
what individuals can do 
to make a difference in 
protecting our planet.  
From a “what is good 
for the environment” 
point of view, as well as 
for sheer pleasure, using 
easily accessible parks 
and open spaces makes 
sense.  BGSA hopes you 
will join with us to lobby 
for, volunteer in, and enjoy 
the nature in our own 
community.

Updates (continued from page 9)

Join Online: click 
the Join Us link on 
our home page.

New trees and shrubs on Route 9 at Warren Street.  
Photo by Marian Lazar


