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Case Study: What it takes to create a new park

Tedious Process Results in Big Payoff
Newton Street Landfill Transformed
By Marian Lazar

W

hen Brookline’s yet unnamed new
park opens in the next few months,
it will be the result of a ten plus
year effort by Town officials and citizens to work
together dealing with problems and opportunities
created by the state mandated capping of the two
Newton Street landfills.
HISTORY
Dumping began at the front landfill (closer to
Newton Street and visible from Horace James
Circle) in 1936 with ash
from the old incinerator on
Hammond Street (now the
site of the Municipal Service
Center) and later with ash
and waste from the incinerator, built in 1952, on the back
landfill. By 1975 the incinera-

tor on the back landfill no longer met the standards
of the Clean Air Act and its use was discontinued.
From then on, the front landfill was used for snow
dumping; stockpiling of wood chips, soils and
debris, street sweepings, catch basin cleanings; and
the composting of leaf and yard waste. A transfer
station was built at the back landfill where Town
trucks brought trash to be compacted and shipped
to out of town facilities for disposal.
The front landfill is bordered by residential
neighborhoods on three sides. The Department
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR, formerly
MDC) Lost Pond Reservation and the Town’s
Lost Pond Sanctuary surround the back landfill.
Abutting the conservation land is another residential neighborhood. Residents near both areas had
felt for some time that the Department of Public
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BGSA Events
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Alliance Meeting

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance's 5 Annual
Watershed led by Kate Bowditch, BGSA Board
of Director's member and trained hydrologist.
Photos by Judy Wong.

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance’s October ’07
Alliance Meeting featuring State Representative
Frank Smizik, chair of the Joint Committee
on Environment, Natural Resources and
Agriculture. Photo by Jean Stringham.

Annual Meeting
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance hosted its 19th Annual Meeting, featuring speaker, Sean Lynn-Jones,
member of the Steering Committee of the Friends of Monmouth Park, co-chair of the Brookline
Neighborhood Alliance, a member of the Brookline Advisory Committee, and a member of the
Zoning By-Law Committee. Sean Lynn-Jones presented his report on the importance of open space
to densely populated neighborhoods, like those found in Brookline. Jay Gonzalez and Climate Change
Action Brookline, led by chair Deirdre Buckley, received BGSA’s annual awards for their respective
work to improve our community. Attendees also had the opportunity to enjoy refreshments and meet
local park advocates during the reception that capped off the meeting.
Photos by Frances Shedd-Fisher.
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Message from the President

Article 97 provides important protection for our open space
By Arlene Mattison
“The people shall have the right to clean
air and water, freedom from excessive
and unnecessary noise, and the natural,
scenic, historic, and esthetic qualities of
their environment; and the protection of
the people in their right to the conservation, development and utilization of the
agricultural, mineral, forest, water, air and
other natural resources is hereby declared
to be a public purpose.” So reads the 97th
amendment to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts enacted
into law by a ballot petition in 1972. The
inclusion of protection of natural resources
into our laws showed a keen understanding of
quality of life and health issues.
“Lands and easements taken or acquired for
such purposes shall not be used for other
purposes or otherwise disposed of except by
laws enacted by a two thirds vote, taken by yeas
and nays, of each branch of the general court.”
A 2/3 vote of Town Meeting is required to
request of the Legislature, which in turn must
vote by roll call by a 2/3 majority, to remove
this land protection.
Most of Brookline’s public open spaces are
protected by Article 97 because in 2004
officials in the Office of Environmental
Affairs indicated that control and use of
any land is more of a determinate of such
status than the reasons for original acquisition, and land under the jurisdiction

or managed by the Park and Recreation
Commission or the Conservation
Commission is therefore protected.
The Brookline Parks, Open Space and
Recreation Master Plan commissioned by
the Park and Recreation Commission and
accepted by the Board of Selectmen in 2006
cites the need for additional open space, paths
and trails and recreational fields to meet
the needs of our current population; but
actually even our existing open spaces are not
completely protected. Instead of feeling secure
about the current conditions and the possibility of adding to it, the reality is that Article
97 protected land in Massachusetts has not
infrequently been converted to other uses with
approval of the Legislature. Often there has
been little analysis of the necessity or impact
of such a change. The new uses of the land are
varied and often worthy, but the net result is
loss of open space without replacement.
Currently there is a Senate bill (S542) that
aims to correct this loss of natural resources.
The Public Lands Preservation Act provides
that the Legislature approve change in use or
disposition of Article 97 land only when there
is no feasible alternative and if replacement
land of equivalent acreage and market value
is provided. This new language will go far
to ensure the intent of Article 97 protection.
It leaves open changes that may be needed
by state or municipality, but provides that

such changes not have a negative impact
on the amount and quality of open space
provided for the health and enjoyment of
Massachusetts citizens.
Brookline Comprehensive Plan 2005 espouses
a no net loss commitment to protect the open
space that currently exists, but there is no
detail on how this policy will be enforced. As
almost half of the open space in Brookline
is privately owned and the Town does not
generally have the financial wherewithal to
purchase land as it comes on the market, loss
of private undeveloped open space is ongoing. It is imperative if we in Brookline are
going to attempt to meet federal standards of
park land acreage per person or at least hold
on to the public open space that we currently
have, that provisions of Article 97 be tightened. Brookline GreenSpace Alliance,
along with many other concerned environmental organizations, will be following the
progress of Senate bill 542 as it passes out of
Committee and goes through the Ways and
Means procedure and eventually to a vote.
Protection of public open space for the good
health and enjoyment of Brookline’s citizens
is a vital part of our mission.
Call State Senator Pamela Resor at 617
722-1120 to voice support of Senate bill 542
Article 97 and No Net Loss.

Muddy
River

ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES

BGSA President Arlene Mattison and Coolidge Corner Theatre
Executive Director Joe Zina at the 3rd annual Muddy River Film
Series, the only annual environmental film series in the Bostonmetro area, co-founded by Brookline GreenSpace Alliance and the
Coolidge Corner Theatre.



Case Study: Creating a new park (continued from page 1)
Works (DPW) had been unresponsive
to repeated complaints about nuisances
originating from the two landfills. In 1997
the Town of Brookline was notified by the
Commonwealth that it was required to cap
the two landfills. This coincided with the
mounting complaints from area residents
about noise, odor and traffic issues.

methods to reduce odor incidences from the
site; 2) Improved compliance with established
operating hours, thereby reducing noise
complaints; and 3) Improved appearance of
the site from the surrounding neighborhoods
by construction of berms and reduction of
the quantity of concrete and other materials
being stockpiled in visible locations.

THE PROCESS BEGINS
Two meetings were held October 22,1997
and November 17,1997. Town representatives discussed operational issues including
starting times for vehicles, compost area
operations and odor control, potential health
issues, rodent control and future planning for
the areas. The abutters voiced their concerns
and potential solutions were presented. This
group was the start of a regular, often heated,
dialogue between neighborhood residents
and town government..

FORMAL CAC APPOINTED
In 1999 the Selectmen established a Landfill
Closure CAC to participate in the process of
closure, capping and re-use of the landfills.
The first meeting on December 15, 1999
was primarily informational. The concept of
consolidating all DPW functions on one site
and using the other site for recreation was
first discussed at this meeting. Representatives
from Brookline GreenSpace Alliance participated in the on-going meetings to support the
CAC members in protecting open space. At
meetings on March 1, 2000 and April 5, 2000
the CAC discussed alternative sites in-town
or out-of-town that could potentially be used
for some or all of the public works related
functions. The on-site composting of leaf and
yard waste, in particular, had been a problem
for so many years that there was a strong wish
for its elimination. After long consideration

After the second meeting interested residents
were asked to sign up for an ad hoc committee to continue discussing operational issues.
This committee became the initial Citizens’
Advisory Committee (CAC) for the landfill
sites and held its first meeting on January
15,1998. The agreed-upon goal was to
develop a management plan focused on the
odor problems related to the composting
operation on the front landfill and noise and
traffic on the entire site. This initial CAC met
again on January 29, February 12, March
12 and April 13,1998. At these meetings, the
members of the CAC discussed numerous
specific issues and voiced complaints. Experts
from the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) and Camp Dresser McKee
(CDM, the consultant hired by the Town)
presented information about improvements
that could be made to decrease odor and
noise. At these meetings, the level of distrust
of Town officials, by residents, was high, due
to residents’ feelings that their complaints had
been unheard for many years.
The ad hoc CAC completed a report entitled
Interim Report on the Newton Street Transfer
Station dated June 25,1998. The following
measures were implemented as the result of
this initial CAC: 1) Using better composting

Plan of the Front Landfill Park. Courtesy CDM


of possible alternatives it was agreed that
there was no viable alternative. CAC members
agreed to temporary storage of leaf and
yard waste at the landfill site, as the most
viable solution.
At a meeting on May 10, CDM presented a
conceptual plan of soccer fields at the front
landfill and consolidation of DPW functions on
the back landfill. CDM also suggested that the
Parks Department’s functions at Larz Anderson
Park could be relocated to a wooded section
of the back landfill. There was strong citizen
opposition to this proposal and it was eventually
dropped. The proposal served to heighten the
tensions between the CAC and Town officials.
A meeting on June 14 continued the exploration
of the plan and on July 19 the CAC adopted a
set of Goals and Objectives calling for the best
use of public land with the least impact on the
surrounding neighborhoods. CDM was authorized to prepare alternative conceptual design
plans for the closure and post closure use of the
Newton Street Landfill sites. Weekly removal of
the leaf and yard waste was recommended to the
Board of Selectmen.
Further meetings took place on November 2,
December 6 and 12. At the November 2 meeting

residents near the back landfill advocated for
inclusion of the incinerator stack demolition
and reconfiguration of the incinerator and
transfer station (to reduce noise) in planning for
the back landfill closure.
The December 6, 2000 meeting focused on the
proposed design for the back landfill and raised
significant questions about the design, materials to be handled, odor potential, handling of
drainage from snow storage areas, and environmental impacts on the surrounding open spaces.
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance representatives
joined neighbors in bringing attention to these
important issues. CDM presented a noise
expert, Mr. Marc Wallace. The CAC felt that
his studies were inadequate and called for a
more complete evaluation of noise issues. The
December 12, 2000 meeting was an update
on the Comprehensive Site Assessments,
which showed that the proposed plan met the
requirements for moving forward.
CONSENSUS AT LAST
After several angry and unproductive
meetings in early 2002, the Town elected to
pursue a targeted CAC process with a smaller
working group to address issues including
noise from existing operations, storm water,
wetland impacts, and overall land use issues.
The results of these meetings were developed
into a program for the land use issues at the
site that was presented in a series of monthly
meetings through the fall of 2003 to the full
CAC. These meetings included presentations
by landscape architects, solid waste engineers,
noise specialists and wetland consultants.
The process was very useful in building trust
between the residents and the Town. Finally
the complaints and concerns were being
addressed in a positive and professional
manner. Ultimately, the CAC unanimously
endorsed a plan to the Board of Selectmen
for construction of a soccer field on the front
landfill and reconfiguration and consolidation of DPW activities on the back. An

important requirement in the agreement was
that funding for, and construction of, the two
projects should be linked. Abutters to the back
landfill were willing to accept a larger DPW
presence to gain the benefit of a new park, but
feared that once the back landfill was reconfigured the park might be stopped by lack of
funds or impediments created by neighbors
of the front landfill. The linkage agreement
removed an important source of conflict

between front and back landfill abutters.
PARK PLANS TAKE SHAPE
A Design Review Committee was appointed
for the Front Landfill Park in April, 2004 and
met through the fall. In comparison to the CAC
process, the meetings of the committee were
straightforward discussions of options and
budgets. The most controversial question was
whether to use artificial turf. At that time available funds were inadequate to complete the park
as planned. The committee listed its priorities as
path system, trees, artificial turf and playground
equipment. Thanks to fund-raising by the
Brookline Soccer Club, the artificial turf is part
of the finished project. Other funding has been
found to complete all the listed priorities.
The park stands as a tribute to the long
hard process engaged in by citizens and
Town officials to listen to the issues and find
solutions. The result is a wonderful new open
space in our crowded town.



Above: Gently rising paths make the park fully accessible.
Directly Below: A new path and bridge serve as an
entrance to the park from the conservation land
to the north.
At Bottom: Picnic tables, benches and playground equiipment provide space for multiple activiies.
Photos by Marian Lazar

Olmsted Park Volunteer Program

Friends of Leverett Pond create a model for volunteerism

A

lmost 30 years ago the
second Park Friends group
was formed in Brookline.
Friends of Leverett Pond was created
as a sub-committee of High Street
Hill Association, a neighborhood
group of concerned citizens. At
the time of the group’s founding,
Olmsted Park, in which Leverett
Pond is located, was an example of a
neglected urban park – an overgrown
dumping ground . It has since
undergone major restoration as a
new appreciation of Frederick Law
Olmsted and his Emerald Necklace
has been found. FOLP has been an
active part of that process.
In an effort to support the latest
phase of renovations, and to bring
neighborhood people together
around their dedication to their
neighborhood park, High Street
Hill Association has partnered with
the Town of Brookline Division
of Parks and Open Space and the
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance to
develop a series of volunteer work
dates to help maintain Olmsted Park.
With the guidance of Town Parks
staff at a series of volunteer work
dates, neighbors rake, mulch, remove
invasives and unclog the Babbling
Brook. There is definitely a social
aspect to these work days and
families are invited to participate.
Free t-shirts are distributed to hardworking volunteers.
Photos by Frances Shedd-Fisher
Large group photo by Lauren Mattison


Notes from the field

Notes from the Field

Park Friends groups throughout Brookline have worked hard over the course of the year to enhance our open spaces.
This year, for the first time, Park Friends groups came together on Earth Day to celebrate our environment and community during Brookline GreenSpace Alliance’s Celebrate OUR Earth event, the only town-wide celebration of Earth Day. In
addition to maintaining a strong network between Park Friends groups, Brookline GreenSpace Alliance offers support
services to the groups via the Green Umbrella Program, which includes small grants, fiscal agent services, startup assistance, publicity, technological innovations and more. Please visit or call BGSA Executive Director, Edward Hsieh, at
617-277-4777 or visit our website at www.brooklinegreenspace.org for more information.

Friends of Fairsted
Friends of Fairsted is pleased to report that
the organization has now received 501(c)(3)
tax exempt status making it more efficient to
apply for grants and raise funds for programming to support the mission of the Frederick
Law Olmsted National Historic site. Among
the programs the Friends and the site staff are
collaborating on is Good Neighbors: Landscape
Design and Community Building, a curriculumbased education program that focuses on the
art, science, history and civics of landscape
design. Good Neighbors is expected to be
launched in fall 2009 and once fully implemented will reach 600 third grade students in
Boston and Brookline. Later, the program is
Photo of Friends of Fairsted Nominating and Board Development Committee meeting.
expected to be replicated in other communiPhoto by Frances Shedd-Fisher.
ties. For additional information or to join the
Friends, email friendsoffairsted@gmail.com.

Friends of Griggs Park
The Friends of Griggs Park during Brookline
GreenSpace Alliance’s first annual Celebrate
OUR Earth Earth Day Celebration.
Photo by Judy Wong.

Notes from the field
Friends of Hall’s Pond
The Friends of Hall’s Pond continue to lovingly maintain
the hidden gem that is Hall’s Pond Sanctuary, right off
Beacon Street near Coolidge Corner. Over the past year,
the Town has made several enhancements to the sanctuary requested by community members, including a solar
powered aeration system that will help combat eutrophication in the pond.The Friends have worked diligently
with the Town and Conservation Commission to watch
over the work and ensure that these improvements do
not negatively impact the sanctuary.
The Friends joined in BGSA’s Celebrate OUR Earth Earth
Day event by holding their Spring Community Work Day
on Earth Day Weekend.
The Friends of Hall’s Pond invites the community at large
to join them for the annual Fall Community Work Day, cosponsored by the Brookline Conservation Commission,
from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm on Sunday, November 18, 2007,
rain or shine.Volunteers can help continue the Friends
tradition of loving care of the sanctuary by helping remove
trash, leaves, and invasive plants, and by preparing the
formal garden for the winter. Gloves, tools, supplies, and
refreshments are provided.

For more information please contact the Brookline
Conservation Commission at 617-730-2088 or the
Friends of Hall’s Pond at 617-731-6919.
Photos by Judy Wong.

Friends of the Minot Rose Garden
The Friends of the Minot Rose Garden volunteers
and friends at the pruning workshop held during the
Celebrate Our Earth Earth Day weekend.
Photo by Frances Shedd-Fisher.

Friends of the Minot Rose Garden (continued)

The Friends of the Minot Rose Garden friends and volunteers
enjoy the blooming flowers during the annual Rose Stroll.
Photo by Merrill Shea.

Friends of the Old Burying Ground
Right: The Friends of the Old Burying Ground Memorial Day
history tour led by Tom Elwertowski.
Photo by Frances Shedd-Fisher.
Below: Friends of the Old Burying Ground Memorial Day
conservator at work with onlookers on Memorial Day.
Photo by Frances Shedd-Fisher.

High Street Hill Association
Guest Speaker Deirdre Buckley, Chair of Climate Change Action
Brookline, at High Street Hill Association Annual Meeting, shown
here with Rob Daves, President of HSHA. Photo by Frances
Shedd-Fisher.

Notes from the field

The Friends of the Minot Rose Garden have worked tirelessly to restore
the rose garden and have successfully raised funds for a cast-iron fence
to protect the garden. Photo by Merrill Shea.

Notes from the field
Friends of Little Field Park
The Friends of Little Field Park hosted their annual
community pot luck to coincide with BGSA’s Celebrate
OUR Earth Earth Day celebration. Photo by Judy Wong.

Lincoln School PTO Landscape
Committee
The Lincoln School PTO Landscape Committee continues to work to promote the development of a future generation of ecologically conscientious and responsible leaders.The Committee guided the Lincoln School 8th Grade
through the entire process from planning stage to implementation stage of planting a small grove of European
Hornbeams outside the school.The students hope that one day the trees will grow into a canopy over the path
leading to the school to be enjoyed by future generations.
The Hornbeams were chosen because they are able to withstand wet conditions and well-compacted ground. They
are not too large but large enough to withstand the abuse of a commonly walked school path. The placement of the
trees may also combat the problem of water pooling at the bottom of the path and will also help prevent soil erosion.
Photos by Randolph Meiklejohn

The Case for Open Space

T

here is no doubt that green spaces
play a critical role in our quality
of life. Sanctuaries, parks, playing
fields, street trees, greenways, conservation
land, agricultural land and even small spaces
such as traffic circles define the community
in which we live. These resources however,
are not just “niceties” but play a central role
in the health and economic viability of our
community. Sufficient funding for park
maintenance, effective zoning by-laws, appropriate tax policies, and a commitment to the
long-term protection of key properties in our
community are necessary investments in our
green infrastructure if Brookline is to develop
and sustain a healthy community.

heavy metals. The transpiration of water by
plants helps control and regulate humidity
and temperature. A single tree can remove as
much heat from the air as five averaged sized
air conditioners. Trees and vegetation also
protect us from the wind and sun and moderate temperature in the winter. The result is a
decrease in energy consumption, along with its
costs and associated pollution. According to
the American Forestry Association, the average
tree provides more than $57,000 in environmental and economic benefits over its lifetime.
Neighborhoods

A study by the University of Illinois found that
citizens living near green spaces enjoy more
social activities, have more visits with their

Health

The US currently spends more for
health care than any nation on earth.
Today’s youth are experiencing
alarming health problems due to a
sedentary lifestyle spent traveling
in the car, and sitting in front of a
computer screen or television. With
huge and mounting debt in every
sector and a population which is
both aging rapidly and increasingly
dependent, curtailing health care
costs will be a priority of government
and doing this will involve reinventing our notions of what constitutes
Reservoir Park. Photo by Frances Shedd-Fisher
efficient and effective health care.
Prevention has now become the most imporneighborhoods and have a stronger feeling of
tant strategy for counteracting these spiraling
belonging to their community. At the same
costs and trends. Access to parks, sanctuartime, a study published in 1997 Harvard
ies, greenways, bike paths and playing fields
School of Public Health, showed that lower
helps to encourage a more physically active
rates of violence occur in neighborhoods
lifestyle, which in turn improves general
where people feel a greater sense of belonghealth and wellness and saves communities
ing. This is known as “collective efficacy”
and businesses on healthcare costs.
which is a mutual trust among residents and
a willingness to intervene in the supervision
Pollution Control
of children and the maintenance of public
Human activities such as driving cars,
order. Members of a successful neighborhood
building houses and commercial spaces,
feel connected to each other – something that
and running air conditioning, lighting and
parks and open spaces help facilitate
heating, place a stress on urban environments that green spaces help relieve. Trees
and other vegetation absorb ozone, carbon
dioxide, sulfur dioxide and other noxious
air pollutants. They also remove dust and
particles from the air, including dangerous

Business Re-location

One of the most important factors influencing a business location decision is quality of
life. Recreational opportunities are an important part of the quality of life that firms and


workers seek. “In America’s new service and
technological economy, quality of life for our
workforce has become a competitive imperative. Liveability is at the top of the list when
businesses look at where to invest and locate.”
Will Rodgers, President, Trust for Public
Land before the national Town Meeting for a
Sustainable America)
Investing in Community

Communities around the country are learning that open space conservation is not an
expense but an investment that produces
important economic benefits. Protecting
open space eliminates the costs of new
government services, including schools,
water, trash removal, sewers, policing and
fire protection – the primary
burdens on local government budgets. There are
many studies that cite land
conservation as being less
expensive for local governments than development. In
a 1998 study conducted by
the Trust for Public Land, it
was found that “in the long
term, Massachusetts towns
that had protected the most
land enjoyed, on average, the
lowest property rates – perhaps
because they had less development, which requires roads,
schools, sewer and water infrastructure, and
other services.
Flood Control

Parks in stream valleys or urban wetlands
absorb storm water much more cheaply
than in artificial systems. Large open spaces
also allow rainwater to be absorbed slowly
and to percolate into underground aquifers
– reducing the danger of flash flooding or
erosion due to rapid runoff. Flood control
of the Muddy River has been a major issue
in Brookline and Boston, causing millions of
dollars of damage. The good news is that the
Muddy River restoration project is currently
underway to relieve this problem and re-vitalize the Emerald Necklace Park System.
These citations were compiled with assistance
from the Trust for Public Land.

Renovation of the Open Space at the Main Branch of the Public Library
of BrooklineDesigners Hope to Create a More Inviting Community Space
By Edward Hsieh

R

ight across the street from the
Brookline GreenSpace Alliance office
on Washington Street, work crews
are busy renovating the historic open space
at the side of the Main Branch of the Public
Library of Brookline. The renovations to
the library were initially part of the larger
planned renovations of the entire municipal campus, which includes Town Hall, the
Main Library, the Public Health Building and
Pierce School. The planners have indicated

that their plan will improve circulation and
the usability of the space.
The Committee that reviewed the plan
consisted of a representative from the Trustees
of the Public Library, the Brookline Tree
Planting Committee, Pierce
School community, abutters,
and the Park and Recreation
Commission. Although
some community members
have voiced concerns about
the design changes, construction is going forward after
receiving the necessary design
review approvals. Committee
spokesmen indicated the
overall goal is to make the
space more inviting.
The Committee, with the
assistance of consultants from Bellalta 3
Design, created a plan that involves a formalized path to School Street, a path around the
monument and down to Washington Street,
seating along the paths, and additional plantings and trees. In addition, the turf will be
rehabilitated as part of the project, and an
irrigation system will be put in place to keep
the lawn healthy and inviting.

Despite the numerous changes, Committee
spokesmen indicate they have been mindful
of the historical importance of the open
space. The consultant characterized the area
as “critical to the character of Brookline public
spaces.” To ensure that the space remains true

to the character of the area, Preservation staff
has been consulted regularly. As a result, the
plan is more formal with a style that reflects
the elegant classical revival style of the building itself. Planners hope these improvements
will enhance the beauty of the space and also
lead to an increase in usage of a central space
in our community.
An alternative view expressed during the
planning process was that the plan, while
elegant, has a European feel to it, as opposed
to the open vista more characteristic of
American public spaces.
Due to the discrete additional funding
available for the library portion of the
project provided by the Brookline Library
Foundation, the improvements to the library
are moving forward as initial early actions
to Phase 1 of the overall campus project.
Plantings will occur in Spring of 2008; the
project is expected to be completed by the
Summer of 2008.

At left: Proposed improvements developed for the landscape master plan for the first phase of work to the Main
Library grounds. Please note that this is an early version
used for discussion, and that the terrace shown at the
southwest corner of the library is no longer included in
the proposals.
Photos of library construction by Frances Shedd-Fisher
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4th Annual Growing GreenSpace

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance hosted its 4th Annual Growing GreenSpace
benefit on May 26th to raise funds in support of BGSA’s ongoing advocacy,
education and outreach efforts in our community. Participants mingled with
local park advocates, explored the beautiful home and garden of host Pauline
Ho Bynum, and sampled delicious food provided by Longwood Events at
Veronique. Photos by Judy Wong.



Brookline GreenSpace Alliance 20th Anniversary
An Enduring Legacy & The Muddy River Suite

B

rookline GreenSpace Alliance
celebrated the kick-off of its 20th
anniversary of environmental
advocacy, education and outreach with a freeto-the-public landscape photography exhibit,
“An Enduring Legacy” and a special performance of Lorraine Hammond's "Muddy
River Suite". An Enduring Legacy is a photographic essay of the open spaces of Brookline,
Massachusetts featuring photos by Marian
Lazar, Frances Shedd-Fisher, Jean Stringham,
Bruce Wolff and Judy Wong. By showing
some of the open spaces BGSA strives to

preserve, protect, and enhance, the exhibit
serves as a reminder of our shared green
legacy. An Enduring Legacy was featured in
Brookline Library’s Hunneman Hall from
September 4th through October 14th. This
exhibit is part of the celebration of Brookline
Library's 150th anniversary year.
The well received exhibit also provided a striking
yet appropriate backdrop for the performance.
The Muddy River Suite serves as a musical
portrait of Brookline’s colonial past. Featured in
the Muddy River Suite are the narrative ballad
of Mistress Hibbins, a resident of the17th

Two Photos from the exhibition

Larz Anderson Park lagoon. Photo by Judy Wong

Leverett Pond. Photo by Frances Shedd-Fisher
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century Muddy River settlement, and guitarist
Bennett Hammond’s elegant solo, The Emerald
Necklace. The lively Punch Bowl Reel celebrates
the tavern that once flourished in what is now
Brookline Village and the Muddy River Canon
flows throughout the suite uniting all of the
musical voices. The Suite was performed
only one time prior in 1993 at a Brookline
GreenSpace Alliance event at Larz Anderson
Park. This special performance and the
future recording of the piece were generously
underwritten by Chobee Hoy.
Photos of the concert by Judy Wong
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Brookline Farmer's Market is abundant with local produce and other locally prepared delicacies. Shown here heritage tomato, apples and
winter squash and other local veggies, artisanal cheese from Hubbardston, MA, homemade banana bread. Watch for an article on the value
of locally grown foods in our spring issue of PLACE. Photo by Frances Shedd-Fisher.

Yes! I want to protect Brookline’s green space heritage
As a member of the Alliance
you’ll receive our publication
PLACE, periodic e-mail
alerts to keep you informed of
meetings and issues affecting
local open space, notice of walks,
talks, tours and educational
forums as well as an invitation
to our spring garden event.

Stay Connected
Visit www.brooklinegreenspace.
org. to learn about open space
issues and upcoming events. Sign
up for email updates at info@
brooklinegreenspace.org

Name_ ________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
Telephone___________________Email_______________________
( ) Acorn ($25)
( ) Turfbuilder ($50)
( ) Good Apple ($100)
( ) Oak ($250)
( ) Copper Beech ($500)
( ) American Elm ($1,000)

( ) Steward ($2,500)
Mail to BGSA
370 Washington Street
Brookline, MA 02445

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance
points out the value of our
parks and open spaces for
the role they play in reducing global warming. As well as
providing beauty and escape
from the built environment,
well-maintained urban green
space contributes to a more
healthy world in significant
ways—it provides options for
people who are trying to reduce
their travel and consumption.
Citizens seeking ways to lessen
their negative impact on the
environment can add appreciation of local green spaces to
limiting water consumption,
eating local, changing to CLF
lightbulbs, taking public transportation, and recycling to a list
of what individuals can do to
make a difference in protecting our planet. In addition to
the contribution to air quality
and the cooling effect of urban
trees and the positive impact on
watershed of urban green space,
fuel savings result from visiting
local open spaces. From a ‘what
is good for the environment’
point of view, it is important
that we all value and use the
parks and open spaces that are
easily accessible. BGSA hopes
you will join with us to lobby for,
volunteer in, and enjoy nature in
our own community.

We are introducing color to PLACE with this celebratory issue. Let us know how you like it.
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