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Brookline Landmark Thr eatened

S

aint Aidan’s Church, a
beautiful and historic
oasis at the corner of
Pleasant and Freeman Streets
in North Brookline, may soon
be gone, due to the pressing
need for more affordable
housing. People concerned
about preservation, housing,
and open space are working
to shape its future, including
the Campaign to Preserve
St. Aidan’s, a member of
the Brookline GreenSpace
Alliance since July 2001.
As the church attended by
the family of the late President John F. Kennedy from
1915 to 1927, Saint Aidan’s is
of great historic significance
to the Town of Brookline, the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the nation as a whole,
and even internationally. Five
Kennedy children were baptized at Saint Aidan’s, including JFK. John Kennedy and his
brother Joseph Kennedy, Jr.,
served as altar boys at the
church.
Saint Aidan’s Church was
designed by Charles Maginnis, who created many beautiful churches and campus
buildings, including the
chapel at Emmanuel College
and the Burns Library at
Boston College. In 1948 he
won the most prestigious
award in architecture, the
Gold Medal of the American
Institute of Architects. This
award was won by Frank Lloyd
Wright the year before and
Eero Saarinen the year after.
Built in 1911, Saint Aidan’s
is a graceful medieval village

Tudor-style church set on a
corner lot with a wide lawn
and majestic trees. David Sears
probably planted the huge
beech tree there at the
same time he developed the
Longwood Mall. Saint Aidan’s
Church and Rectory is listed
on the National Register
of Historic Places and is
visited on tours of Kennedy
family history conducted
by the National Park Service,
which maintains the Kennedy
home–birthplace of JFK, on
Beals Street as a National Historic Site.
In “Open Space 2000,” the
Brookline Conservation Commission said that “North
Brookline...is the neighborhood most deficient in open
space...Because of this area’s
density and lack of well-distributed open space, every effort
should be made to...seek land
for park development.” The St.
Aidan’s neighborhood has
2.59 acres of open space per
1,000 people, the lowest ratio
in town, and less than a fourth
of the townwide average.

Shrinking church attendance and Cardinal Bernard
Law’s significant long-standing commitment to expanding affordable housing stock
are shaping the future of this
site. In 1999 the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese closed
St. Aidan’s and merged the
parish with St. Mary’s, in
Brookline Village. In the fall
of 2000, Monsignor Michael
Groden, Director of the Archdiocese’s Planning Office for
Urban Affairs, contacted
Brookline Town officials
about demolishing the
church and using the St.
Aidan’s site for mixed
income housing. Town
officials and Selectmen,
eager to relieve the
desperate shortage of
affordable housing
in town,

respondedpositively to the
Archdiocese’s proposal.
In September 2001, the
Archdiocese made its proposal
public: a development of 140
units, one third low income,
one third moderate income,
and one third market rate.
Church spokesmen said that
dense development on the
very valuable site will provide affordable housing for
town employees and
parochial school teachers
and that funds generated
by the project will provide long-term support
for St. Mary’s School.
In response to growing interest in preser-
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Brookline GreenSpace Hires New Director
Photo by Jean Stringham
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As of December 10 Christina Oddleifson has joined
the Brookline GreenSpace Alliance as its new Executive
Director. Tina, a Perry Street resident with an MBA from
Boston University, comes to Brookline GreenSpace
from 12 years with the Massachusetts Chapter of the
Nature Conservancy where, most recently, she served
as Operations Director overseeing human resources,
financial systems, informational systems, and adminisTina Oddleifson
trative services.
Arlene Mattison, Vice President of the Alliance and Chair of the Search Committee, observed, “We are thrilled that Tina was available at just the right
moment for our organization. Her experience with open space advocacy will
help us plan to meet the complex challenges facing Brookline as competing
needs place more and more pressure on our community’s open space. Tina’s
role representing Brookline GreenSpace Alliance will be broader than that of
previous directors. We are excited about working with Tina as we take the organization to its next level.” Tina will initially work half-time and will be in the
Brookline GreenSpace office at 40 Webster Place, Monday through Thursday,
9 AM to 1 PM. She may be reached at the Alliance’s telephone number 617 277-4777.

Join the Alliance in Advocating for our
Greenspace Heritage
Name ________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
Telephone___________________Email ____________________
Membership:
_____Individual ($20)

_____Family ($25)

_____Turfbuilder ($50)

_____Good Apple ($100)

_____Oak ($250)

_____Tree Hugger ($1,000)

Mail Membership to BGSA
40 Webster Place
Brookline, MA 02445
All contributions are completely tax deductible. Neighborhood
Associations and Friends groups are invited to join the Alliance as
Organizational members. Please call 277-4777 for information
Thanks to Jeffrey Wong and Shanghai Printing for help with this issue.

Community Pr eser vation Act - How it Works

S

tate enabling legislation
known as the Community Preservation Act,
Chapter 44B (CPA) was signed
into law September 2000. The
CPA provides the authority
for communities to establish a
local Community Preservation Fund that derives its revenue from a surcharge of up
to 3% on the local property
tax. A number of communities in Massachusetts have
considered a version of the
legislation through local referenda; of those municipalities
that placed the question on
the ballot, some have accepted it, and some have not.
Newton and Cambridge, for
example, accepted a version
of the CPA last November,
while Boston voters rejected
it. Brookline GreenSpace is
participating in educating
Brookline voters on how the
law works as we believe it likely the question will be put to
Brookline voters, perhaps as
early as May of this year. In
Brookline, Town Meeting has
the power to place the question on the ballot. A summary of some of the features of
the law follows.

HOW

WOULD THE MONEY

BE USED?

Monies accrued in the local
CP Fund may only be spent
on open space, historic preservation and low and moderate
income housing, with at least
10% of receipts going to each
category and the remaining
70% divided among the three
uses according to local priorities; revenues collected may
be banked for use in future
years. The law provides for
$26 million in state matching
funds to be allocated among
the participating communities according to a formula,

with each participating community receiving a proportional amount, but not less
than 5% of its CP surcharge
revenues. These funds would
be allocated in the same manner as surcharge generated
funds.

WHAT

WOULD BE THE

IMPACT ON TAXPAYERS?

In Brookline a residential
property owner with a taxable
assessment of $400,000, for
example, would pay $154.80
in additional tax (at the current rate of $12.90 per thousand) if the maximum allowable surcharge (3%) were
voted with no exemptions.
Under the law a community
is permitted to exempt (a)
$100,000 of residential property value, (b) property of persons who qualify for low
income (as defined), (c) low
and moderate income senior
housing and (d) commercial
properties. If a community
with $100 million in tax revenues in a given year, for
example, voted a 3% surcharge with no exemptions,
the community’s CP Fund
could anticipate $3 million
dollars for that year. The
number would rise or decline
with property values.

WHO WOULD ADMINISTER
THE FUND?
A Community Preservation
Committee (CPC) must be
established by bylaw to make
recommendations to Town
Meeting (TM) as to the allocation and uses of the revenues
held in the Fund. The Committee may have up to nine
members and is required to
have one representative from
the Conservation Commission, the Preservation Commission, the Planning Board,
the Park and Recreation Com-

mission and the Housing
Authority. The Committee
may make recommendations
about the acquisition, creation and preservation of passive open space and/or land
for recreational use, the acquisition and preservation of historic resources (including historic properties and historic
landscape already owned by
the Town), and the creation,
preservation and support
of
community
housing
(including a program for
rental assistance). (The Act
requires the Committee to
recommend, whenever possible, the use of existing buildings or the construction of
new buildings on previously
developed sites for affordable
housing, versus using existing
open space for newly constructed housing.)
Town Meeting may reduce
the amount of funds recommended by the CPC for a specific project; however, TM
may not determine its own
projects and apply CPA funds
to those projects. Funds that
would have gone to projects
not approved by TM would
revert to the local CP Fund.

(4) properties acquired must
be permanently deed restricted to the purpose for which
they were acquired.
An additional permitted
use of the CP Fund is the
ability to issue bonds in
anticipation
of
future
revenues projected to be
collected in the Fund,
for example bonds issued
for an acquisition with debt
service to be paid by the
Fund’s
future
revenue
stream. In such a case, the
local CPA could not be
rescinded until the bonds
were retired, through the
Fund or otherwise.

Policy issue
ARE

THERE RESTRICTIONS

ON USE?

Restrictions on the use of
the CP Fund include (1) the
requirement that a minimum
of 10% of the funds be spent
on each of the categories
(open space, historic preservation and affordable housing);
(2) monies in the fund cannot
be spent on maintenance and
cannot replace existing operating funds; (3) funds may
not be used to build a stadium
or gymnasium and if only
10% of funds are allocated to
open space, then those funds
cannot be used for recreation;

As of this writing the
Brookline GreenSpace
Alliance Board has not yet
voted on the question of
support of the CPA for
Brookline, preferring to wait
until after the public information meeting scheduled
for January 2002 to take a
stand – either for or against.
By the time you read this
newsletter the BGSA Board
will, no doubt, have taken a
position on the CPA, as the
information meeting (which
Brookline GreenSpace is a
sponsor of) should have
taken place. To learn where
BGSA stands on the CPA, call
(617) 277-4777 and talk with
Tina Oddleifson, the
Alliance’s Executive Director.
To learn more about the particulars for Brookline, call
Bob Duffy, the town’s Planning Director (617) 730-2130
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St. Aidan’s

[continued from page 1]

vation issues in the community, they suggested they might
save the beech tree, a part of
the facade and a small bay for
historical exhibits.
Under the existing zoning,
only eleven single-family
houses could be built on the
1.7 acre site. However, in
order to create a much larger
development, the Archdiocese
will utilize Massachusetts’
“anti-snob zoning law,”
Chapter 40B, which allows a
developer to ignore height,
density, and setback requirements (and virtually all other
local zoning requirements) as
long as the project includes
20% low income or 25% moderate income units. By definition, development under 40B
is for families with income
below 50% of the median for
the Boston metropolitan area.
Moderate-income housing is
for families with incomes
below 80%. Brookline currently has a law that uses contributions from developers to
support housing for families
below 100% of the median.
Public concern about how
40B overrides zoning, disrupts
neighborhoods and town
planning, and threatens open
space all over Brookline grew
last summer when another
developer filed a 40B development application. The proposal is for a 36 unit, six story
apartment house at 121 Centre Street, where an attractive
Victorian house, purchased
for $1.5 M now occupies a
13,000 square foot lot. This
developer
has
recently
reduced the proposal to 24
units on five floors. Approximately 10 feet of open space
around the perimeter has
been proposed.
All neighborhoods and privately owned lands are vulnerable to development under
4

40B until at least 10% of the
housing units in town are
“affordable” under 40B’s specific definitions, which are
more stringent than those
currently required under town
laws. Currently Brookline has
just over 7% “affordable”
units; it needs at least 600
more units of “affordable”
housing before the presumed
need for such housing no
longer overrides all other local
considerations.
Efforts to preserve St.
Aidan’s began among parishioners more than three years
ago and, with the threat of
demolition, have been escalating among neighborhood

organizations since October
2000. The National Park Service has been active in efforts
to preserve the church, which
visitors to the John F.
Kennedy birthplace frequently want to see. The various
interested parties formed the
Campaign to Preserve Saint
Aidan’s (CPSA) in March
2001. CPSA “seeks the best
possible future for the site that
incorporates and balances
preservation of the historically and architecturally significant church buildings, permanent, attractive housing for
low and moderate-income
households, a scale of development compatible with

The St. Aidan’s property offers welcome open space in a densely populated section
of Coolidge Corner. Photo by Marian Lazar

nearby neighborhoods, and
preservation of open space
and landscaping.”
Responding to growing public pressure, the May 2001
Town Meeting by a two thirds
vote asked the Brookline
Preservation Commission to
determine whether Saint
Aidan’s Church and its rectory and grounds or some portion thereof should be designated a local historic district.
The Brookline Preservation
Commission unanimously
supported this Article. Four of
the five Selectmen opposed it.
The Preservation Commission
has prepared a report recommending preservation and as
of this writing was expected to
have held a public hearing in
January 2002. The next Town
Meeting can then vote to
establish the local historic district with a two-thirds majority. The courts have not yet
decided the question of
whether an historic district
designation protects a building from 40B.
In response to the demonstrated interest in preserving
St. Aidan’s, the Selectmen
appointed a study committee
and in August 2001 hired an
architect, Chris Hussey, to
“understand the feasibility of
preservation in relation to the
financial viability of mixedincome housing development.” This Committee is
developing Principles and
Guidelines to be used by the
town in negotiating with the
Archdiocese. Chaired by
Donna Kalikow and Bobby
Allen, the Committee hopes
to finish its work early in
2002. The Archdiocese is waiting for the results.
Brookline GreenSpace is
serving as the fiscal umbrella
for the unusually large
concluded on next page

St. Aidan’s

[concluded]

($3,500) matching grant that
the Campaign to Preserve St.
Aidan’s received from the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation in July 2001. The
grant is to help engage all
interested parties in collecting
information and generating
ideas for preservation and
adaptive
reuses
of
the church buildings and
grounds in its historical and
cultural context. CPSA is waiting for the results of the
Selectmen’s Committee and
Preservation
Commission
hearing to see how to target
the grant. Meanwhile it is
developing ideas about how

to use St. Aidan’s for something other than housing, for
example, as a library or an arts
and performance center. Making adaptive reuse financially
feasible
would
probably
require a land swap, through
which at least part of the St.
Aidan’s site would be traded
for other land on which the
Archdiocese could build comparable housing.
Members of CPSA have met
with Town and Church officials and are looking at alternatives to preserve St. Aidan’s.
As of this writing the future is
uncertain. Saint Aidan’s
Church is beautiful. It is of

major historic significance. It
is one of the few green
spaces left in North Brookline. It would be a tragedy
of great proportion should
this place be lost forever.
For more information please
contact the Campaign to Preserve Saint Aidan’s at 617-2770280 or visit the Website at
http://e-views.net/staidans/.
Tax-deductible
contributions can be made by check
payable to the Brookline
GreenSpace Alliance, for the
Campaign to Preserve Saint
Aidan’s, 40 Webster Place,
Brookline,
MA
02445.

(Bob Miller and Peg Senturia
contributed to this article.)

Detail of St. Aidan’s entrance.

Excerpts from Erin Chute’s Monthly Open Space Report
LARZ ANDERSON PARK
The Larz Anderson Park
Improvements Project construction activities continued
through
November
and
December. Hazard trees were
removed and corrective pruning performed on significant
park trees. Heimlich Landscaping and Construction
commenced work in the picnic shelter/playground area.
The roadway through Larz
Anderson Park was re-opened
to the public in early December following the installation
of the asphalt base and new
curbing on the drive. Following several delays due to the
new refrigeration system and
site work, the outdoor skating
rink at Larz Anderson Park
was opened to the public on
December 21st.
OLMSTED PARK
With the assistance of the
Olmsted Park Design Review
Committee, the installation of
new shrubs and irrigation was
completed at the Allerton

Overlook. The lawn area at
the Overlook will be restored
in the spring.
Replacement trees were
planted for those that were
installed and failed during the
spring 2001 tree planting contract.
LONGWOOD PLAYGROUND
The Town has finalized
negotiations with Carol Johnson Associates, Landscape
Architects, for the development of the construction bid
package for Longwood Playground/Lawrence
School
Grounds. The Town submitted an article for the PTO
newsletter describing the proposed playground, access and
field improvements.
LONGWOOD MALL
The Town provided additional care to all of the beech
trees at Longwood Mall this
fall. The fallen leaves from the
trees were mulched and then
placed at the base of the tree
out to the drip line. The town
then hired a contractor to

spray compost over the leaves
for both additional nutrients
and to minimize movement
of the leaves due to weather
conditions.
FORESTRY
The forestry intern spent
November and December
updating the GIS street tree
inventory. The data that he
provided is imperative to a
new Street Tree GIS tool that
has been developed by Feng
Yang and CDM. The new tool
will be web based and available to the public.
BULB PLANTING
Completed the installation
of over 5000 spring bulbs
around schools, memorials,
open space flowerbeds, traffic
rotaries and islands.
The New Lincoln School ran
a program with the school
children this year to plant
their own bulbs for the spring
2002.
LOST POND
The Town resumed the

Newton Street Landfill closure
and re-use process. Camp,
Dresser and McKee made an
initial presentation to the
Board of Selectmen in November followed by a Citizens
Advisory Committee Meeting
in December. The next meeting will be held on January 30th.
Members from the Conservation Commission will work
with the Town and Department of Environmental Protection to explore possible
alternatives to capping both
the front and back landfills.
TRAINING
Fourteen employees of the
Parks and Open Space Division are currently participating in a horticulture training
program co-sponsored by
Brookline, Boston and the
Arnold Arboretum. In November/December, the crews
attended an all day seminar
on Plant Health Care, sponsored by the MA Tree Wardens’ and Foresters’ Association.
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Report on the Moderator’s Committee on Electricity Franchising
By Don Weitzman

I

n May of 2000, Brookline
GreenSpace sponsored a
widely acclaimed expert
Forum on Global Warming
and Climate Change. The
positive effects of that forum
continue to ripple throughout
Brookline.
One result was the formation of Climate Change
Action Brookline (CCAB), an
ad hoc citizen’s group exploring local actions to combat
climate change. One of the
several actions promoted by
CCAB was the creation of a
Moderator’s Committee, by
vote of Town Meeting in
November 2000, to explore
the idea of group purchasing
of electricity in Brookline.
(Another action was the successful urging of the Town to
convert a portion of its auto
fleet to hybrid vehicles—a
process that has begun.)
Group purchasing of electricity, also known as franchising,
or aggregation, has the potential to lower costs and/or to
create a market for clean energy. (These may be competing
goals, though not necessarily.)
This November 2001 Town
Meeting extended the charge
of the Moderator’s Committee
to explore the feasibility of
Brookline becoming a municipal light plant. This would
mean the Town becoming its
own electric utility, taking
over from NSTAR the reselling
and distribution of electricity.
There are 40 municipal light
plants in Massachusetts,
although there hasn’t been
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a new one created in decades.
State deregulation, enacted in
1997, offers communities a
new opportunity to explore
this option, and we shall.
While we would all love to
see our electric bills go down,
the Committee’s primary
motivation has been the promotion of cleaner electricity
production. Both nationally
and regionally, the generation
of electricity through the
burning of oil and coal is the
single biggest contributor to
the production of greenhouse
gasses, the culprit in global
warming. (The burning of
gasoline by cars follows close
behind in production of
greenhouse gases.) By promoting energy efficiency and
the clean production of electricity via a variety of alternative fuel sources, including
wind,
solar,
low-impact
hydro, or biomass conversion,
we can reduce our dependence on dirty fossil fuels and
at the same time help clean
the air of pollution and greenhouse gasses.
Recently Mass Energy, a
non-profit with experience in
coop energy buying and alternative energy, has received
$170,000 in grants to
pursue electricity aggregation. Brookline,
along
with
several

other municipalities and nonprofits, has signed on as a
partner in this effort.
So far, the supply of clean
energy in New England
remains small, but there are
encouraging signs of change.
For example, there are plans
for a major wind farm in Nantucket Sound which has the
potential to supply about half
the electricity needs of the
Cape. What does the future
hold? Much will depend on
the decisions we make as individuals and as local governments. So, here’s something
to think about: would you be
willing to pay a premium for
cleaner electricity? You may
have to answer this question
sooner than you think.
If you would like to get
involved in Climate Change
Action
Brookline
please
contact Don Weitzman, (617)
738-7864, Deirdre
Buckley,
(617) 566-9464, Frances SheddFisher, (617) 566-1237, or
Werner Lohe, (617) 739-0892.

According to the U.S.
Department of Transportation
one-fourth of all local trips are
less than one mile long, but
three-fourths of those trips are
by car—not by foot or bike.
Think of the implications for
petroleum dependence, carbon monoxide emissions and
global warming, and health.
In addition, dependence on
cars has obvious implications
where use of scarce open
space is concerned. A future
issue of this newsletter will
elaborate on these inter-connections and related policies.

Former Selectman, Don Weitzman, and
Werner Lohe, Conservation Commission
member, shown with Don's hybrid auto,
a battery-plus-gasoline powered Prius.
On behalf of Climate Change Action
Brookline Werner was successful at
convincing Town Meeting and town
management to begin to add hybrids
to the town fleet; two Prius' have
recently been purchased for building
and health department use. Don, a
Climate Change Action advocate, has
the courage of his convictions! Hybrid
vehicles emit less carbon dioxide, a
cause of global warming.
Photo by Jean Stringham

Emerald Necklace Draft Environmental Impact Report Due

T

he Emerald Necklace
Environmental
Improvements Master
Plan calls for dredging of the
Muddy River. Brookline and
Boston have filed an Environmental Notification Form
(ENF) for The Muddy River
Project Flood Control, Water
Quality
and
Habitat
Enhancement, and Historic
Preservation Project with the
Massachusetts Secretary of
Environmental Affairs in
accordance with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). This process is
meant to avoid or mitigate
environmental
damage
which might occur as a result
of such a project.
A Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC) was established
to advise the Secretary of
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA). A
Draft Environmental Impact

Report (DEIR) will be submitted by Brookline and Boston.
The CAC has recommended
to the Proponents detailed
inclusion of numerous issues
of concern to the public such
as maintenance, appropriate
municipal funding, etc. The
CAC will comment on a
revised DEIR to the Secretary.
There is also opportunity for
citizens and interested organizations to give feedback to
the Secretary of Environmental Affairs. In February copies
of the report will be made
available for that purpose. It
is important that Brookline
environmental groups and
interested citizens take this
opportunity to be part of this
important project. Further
information will be available
on the Emerald Necklace
Conservancy website,
www.emeraldnecklace.org.

The Muddy River in winter. Boston, Brookline, the Commonwealth and the Federal
Government will cooperate in a dredging project to improve water quality and water
flow in this portion of Olmsted’s Emerald Necklace parks.
Photograph by Jean Stringham.

Open space updates

Photo by Marian Lazar

Carlton Street Footbridge - Update

A

The bridge was allowed to deteriorate during the years when the
town’s infrastructure was experiencing general ‘shabbification.’

n article in the
Fall Town Meeting
Warrant requesting
approval for town funds to
supplement grants to be
sought for restoration of the
Carlton Street Footbridge was
withdrawn by its proponents.
Another warrant article supporting restoration will be
submitted, probably for the
Spring Town Meeting in
2002. According to representatives of the Friends of the
Carlton Street Footbridge, the
consultant’s reports authorized by the Selectmen and
Town Meeting had been
expected to be released in September, but were not completed on schedule. As the

studies concern costs of
restoration and funding
sources, as well as related public safety issues and the historic status of the bridge, the
proponents chose to wait for
the pertinent reports to be
available for review by the
community before seeking
authorization for the historic
restoration project. These
reports are now being finalized and will be presented at a
public hearing before the
Board of Selectmen in early
2002. For additional information or to be added to the
mailing list call the Friends of
the Carlton Street Footbridge
at (617) 232-6083 or email
hmattison@aol.com.
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New Friends Group Sparks Dane Park Restoration

U

ntil a few months ago
Dane Park might have
qualified as the most
neglected park in Brookline.
For the few who knew about
it, Dane Park was a place of
quiet contemplation, a beautiful wooded area providing an
opportunity to escape the hustle and bustle of Brookline’s
busy streets - one of the few
public areas remaining in
town to take a walk in the
woods. Now the Friends of
Dane Park - formed in the
spring of 2000, are working
with the town to clean up the
park, solve drainage problems
created by the construction of
the new town garage on Hammond Street and clearly mark
access to the park. Dane Park
encompasses 17.23 acres and
is located at the corner of
Woodland Road and Hammond Street. The Park is
abutted by the Putterham
Meadows Golf Course (at the
5th hole), the town garage on
Hammond Street and the Fireman estate (on land purchased
from Pine Manor College).
Chair of the newly formed

Inside the entrance to Dane Park
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Friends of Dane Park, Abby
Coffin, is encouraged. “The
Park and Recreation Commission, Erin Chute, the Parks
Director, and Tom Brady, the
Conservation Administrator,
have been great to work

studied by Boston College
geology students. The park is
notable as well for its majestic
trees. Most noteworthy is a
large old American Elm that
can be found immediately to
the right after entering the

Old picnic area in Dane Park

with. Erin and members of
the Commission made a site
visit and are now working
with us to get years of heavy
debris removed and to solve
the drainage problem. Tom
recently
saw
to
it that obsolete
telephone
poles
and wires were
removed from the
park, and—really
exciting!—two
areas of the park
have been delineated as wetlands;
and, though we
haven’t yet confirmed
it,
we
believe the park
may have vernal
pools with salamanders.”
Dane Park is
unique to the area
in that it is home
to an extinct volcano and a variety
of forms of volcanic debris, long

Park at the Hammond Street
gate. According to members of
the Friends group, the first
goals are to restore the park
through a cleanup and to
install signage to encourage
use. After the stabilizing
efforts the Friends plan to
build a walkway that will connect two separate wooded
areas of the park. The Friends
believe the park can be linked
to the Soule Recreation area
and to Hammond Pond and
the MDC Sanctuary on Hammond Pond Parkway in Newton, further enhancing use as
a regional resource.
The history of the land that
now comprises Dane Park has
been traced as far as the 1880s,
when it was part of an area
referred to as the Brookline
Woodlands. That area encompassed what is now the Putterham Meadows Golf Course,
The Country Club, Pine
Manor College and the land
across
Hammond
Street
including Beaver Country Day

School. In 1888 the Cox family acquired a substantial portion of Brookline Woodlands
and built Roughwood. Ernest
Dane bought Roughwood in
1904 and the family remained
there until 1961 when the
property was sold to Pine
Manor College. In 1953,
Edward Dane, the son of
Ernest Dane, sold a parcel of
land at the corner of Woodland Road and Hammond
Street to the Town of Brookline and gave an adjoining
parcel to the town. The two
parcels were combined to create Dane Park, which was dedicated for educational and
recreational purposes.
Abby Coffin notes, “With an
extinct volcano and variety of
forms of lava and its majestic
trees, Dane Park has much to
offer the community; yet few
people in town even know
where it is. The Friends of
Dane Park are committed to
working with the natural
assets of the land to make
them more accessible and
inviting. Our first town wide
effort will be a major clean-up
on Earth Day. We hope we
will be joined by nature lovers
all over town. This area is too
precious to be overlooked.”
(Richard Nangle, a near
neighbor to the park, contributed to this article. Photos of
the park are by Marian Lazar.
Additional interesting geological
information about the park may
be found in the Chestnut Hill
Garden Club’s new publication
Chestnut Trails, available at
Brookline Booksmith.)

Friends of Hall’s Pond Meet Endowment Challenge

W

hen the Stoneman
Family
Foundation, in December
2000, challenged the Friends
of Hall’s Pond to match a
grant of $25,000 by December
31, 2001, fund-raising went
into high gear. The Friends
had started raising funds in
1997 to establish a permanent
endowment for supplemental
maintenance of Hall’s Pond
Sanctuary, and now the goal
of $50,000 was within reach.
Capping the year in December was an afternoon tea at
the Ivy Street house of Minna
Hall, co-founder of Massachusetts Audubon Society more
than a century ago. Sixtyeight people came to tea in
the house that had been Hall’s
home for 92 years until her

death in 1951. Owners and
hosts, Dan Doherty and Gerry
Izzi, recently finished a complete renovation of the
house, which abuts Hall’s
Pond Sanctuary.

Speaking at the tea, Selectman Joe Geller said, “This
event today marks a new
beginning for the Friends and
for the Town. No other
Friends group has established

Joanna Wexler serves afternoon tea at the house of Minna Hall in December. The
Friends of Hall’s Pond held the tea as a fund raising event to establish a permanent
endowment for Hall’s Pond Sanctuary. Standing left to right are: Howard Hillman, Jill
Harmsworth, Jay Veevers, and Pat Wakefield. Photo by Jean Stringham

Sneak Preview:
New Boardwalk at Hall’s Pond

a permanent endowment for
the perpetual care of a Brookline sanctuary or other open
space, and the example of this
fund can transform the work
of other friends’ groups.”
The tea raised more than
$12,000 bringing the total to
$29,000 raised by the Friends.
With the Stoneman Foundation gift, the endowment
stands at nearly $55,000.
Brookline’s oldest openspace friends group, the
Friends of Hall’s Pond will
mark its 25 years as the private
sector stewards of this unusual urban nature sanctuary
with a celebration in February.
For information, call 617-7384641.

Next Issue:

This spring will see the opening of the new boardwalk at Hall’s Pond.
The boardwalk crosses over the new marsh wetland that connects Halls
Pond with Amory Woods, making one sanctuary. Photo of new boardwalk
by Jean Stringham.

Water
The spring issue of this newsletter
will contain a discussion of Brookline’s
water resources, our ponds, brooks,
river, wetlands—and the actions that
imperil them or promise to save
them for generations to come

Also look for Selectman candidates’
answers to our local issue environmental
question of the year!

9

Brookline GreenSpace Welcomes New Members

B

rookline GreenSpace
welcomes four new
environmental advocacy groups to its roster of organizational members: The
Friends of Sargent Pond, representing a privately owned
water resource that is part of
Brookline’s overall water system; the Campaign to Preserve
St. Aidan’s, organized to protect an historic church and
landscape in North Brookline;
the Friends of Dane Park,
organized to restore a conservation area in Chestnut Hill
owned by the Town since
1953 but long neglected; and
the Friends of the Old Burying
Ground, established on Wal-

nut Street in 1717, and in
need of stabilization and
restoration. The Friends also
intend to open the historic
grave yard to the public on a
regular, though limited basis
In addition, a new Friends
group is in the formative
stages: the Friends of the Fisher Hill Reservoir. Contact
Kathy Abrams.
Brookline GreenSpace welcomes these new and future
members and acknowledges
all of our organizational members, the core of our advocacy
efforts.
The Old Burying Ground on Walnut Street. Photo by Marian Lazar

Fisher Hill Reservoir Reuse

M

aster Plan for Fisher
Hill Reservoirs—in
early December, the
Town officially launched the
Fisher Hill Reservoirs Master
Plan project. An oversight
committee, consisting of representatives from the Fisher
Hill Neighborhood Association, Conservation Commission, Preservation Commission, Housing Advisory Board,
Planning Board, Economic

Development Advisory Board,
Board of Selectmen, Newbury
College, Brookline GreenSpace Alliance was formed to
oversee the planning process.
The committee is staffed by
the Planning and Community
Development Department,
Detail of old pumping station
at Fisher Hill Reservoir

The covered reservoir at Fisher Hill, currently used by the DPW.

View of the open reservoir at Fisher Hill. Photos by Marian Lazar
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the
Economic
Development
Department, the
Department
of
Public Works and the Recreation Department. A subcommittee of the oversight committee is selecting a consultant team from a group of
three excellent proposals, and
the site assessment phase of
the work will commence in

January 2002. This phase will
set the framework for the
development of reuse concepts by identifying the technical constraints and opportunities the site presents.
The property was transferred to the MWRA from the
MDC when the former was
created. The reservoir has
been inactive since 1953.

Guide to Nature Walks in Chestnut Hill Available

C

hestnut Trails, the longawaited book of trails
and nature walks in
Chestnut Hill published by the
Chestnut Hill Garden Club,
was released in December. The
book, described as “worth the
wait” by Carla Benka, a member of the committee which
edited the guide, was primarily
authored by Marjorie Greville,
Chair of the club’s Conservation Committee.
The attractive booklet is a
handy 81/2” x 5” format and
spiral bound for comfortable
trail use. The guide is well
designed for reading and contains maps outlining nine
walks of varying ease and
length in the Brookline, Newton and Boston sections of
Chestnut Hill, as well as
descriptions of 16 other area
parks and conservation areas.
For each trail, directions by
car and public transportation
are given, as well as descriptions of features of major nat-

ural and historical interest.
For example, in the comments
included in the “Lost Pond
Conservation Area” trail in
Brookline, it says, “Lost Pond,
a kettle hole, has developed
into a quaking bog on its
northern edge - an unusual
type of wetland for New England. Generally peat bogs fill
in over time. Over the past
10,000 years enough time has
passed for this transition to
take place. It is a mystery why
Lost Pond has not filled in.”
The booklet also contains a
glossary defining such terms
as ‘eutrofication’ and ‘tuff.’
The 66 page guide is available at Brookline BookSmith
for $12.50, or by mail for
$12.50 each plus postage (1 to
2 books @ $3, 3 to 5 @ $5, and
6 to 10 @ $7). Write to Chestnut Trails, Chestnut Hill Garden Club, P.O.Box 67442
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467.
Checks should be made out to
Chestnut Hill Garden Club.

Ice on Lost Pond, one of the walks in the new guidebook to trails in Chestnut Hill.
Photo by Marian Lazar

Friends Of Hall’s Pond To Celebrate 25 Years Of Advocacy

T

he Friends of Hall’s
Pond will celebrate its
25th anniversary on
February 25 at the Brookline
Booksmith. The organization
is Brookline’s original friends
group dedicated to a town
park or conservation land. It
has served as a model or the
inspiration for groups which
followed and which now
make up the GreenSpace
Alliance constituent groups.
The celebration comes after
an intense fund-raising effort
by the Friends in 2001, concluding a successful campaign
to meet a challenge grant of
$25,000 from the Stoneman
Family Foundation (see article
on page 9).
According to long-time
Hall’s Pond supporter, Betsy

Shure Gross, the anniversary
party is to bring all who care
about the sanctuary together
to celebrate. “We want to celebrate long term loyalty, love
for the sanctuary, friendships
formed around the stewardship, increased understanding
of sanctuary management
that has come out of care for
Hall’s Pond, the long-term
partnership with the town
that has developed, and much
more.”
The celebration on February
25 will include light refreshments, a slide presentation on
Hall’s Pond over the years, retrospective displays of the
Friends since the sanctuary
was created in 1975, and a
short program. The event will
highlight the Hall’s Pond

Learning Project, an outreach
program that has engaged
Brookline teachers and classes
as well as adults in formal and
informal exploration programs at Hall’s Pond. This
year, the Friends received a
grant from the Brookline
Community Fund for $20,000
to advance the program and
form a three-way partnership
with the GreenSpace Alliance.
Founded in 1976 by
Josephine
Albrecht,
the
Friends of Hall’s Pond has
inspired recent restoration
efforts at Hall’s Pond Sanctuary in North Brookline. Currently the sanctuary is in the
final phase of construction to
improve the environmental
quality of the pond and surrounding habitats, and the

Town of Brookline expects
to reopen the sanctuary in
spring 2002.
“We would like to continue
celebrating the Friends’ first
quarter century and build
future stewardship commitments for Hall’s Pond,” said
Barbara Mackey, President of
the Friends. “We’ll encourage
guests at the February 25 celebration to pledge 25 of something this year – from 25
cookies for the spring work
day to 25 minutes of raking
leaves at the fall work party, or
25 phone calls to potential
new members. And, of course,
we will continue to raise funds
for the Hall’s Pond endowment.” The Friends of Hall’s
Pond may be reached at (617)
738-4641.
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Alliance Update
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Walks in Brookline’s Sanctuaries
The Brookline GreenSpace Alliance will sponsor a series of walks
in the town’s Conservation Sanctuaries. The first walk will be at
Lost Pond on Sunday, March 3 at 10 AM. Free to members. Call the
Alliance office at 617-277-4777 for further information.

